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| 15 NEW l 
THEOLOGICAL TREATISE; 


ENTITLED, THE 


DIVINE ORATOR; 


OR THE 


BEAUTY of HOLINESS: 


CONTAINING 


An accurate, though familiar Paraphraſe on our 
bleſſed Saviour's Sermon on the Mount; digeſted _ 
into Sections, with Parallel Texts, and N 
N Annotations. 


To which are added, 
By way of SUPPLEMENT, 
A ſummary Account of 
he LIE of the DIVINE ORATOR, 


— 


# 


As alſo two SERMONS; one, on the Imitation MW 


of JESUS CHRIS T; the other, on the 
Neceſſity of frequent Prayer, for the obtain- 
ing all the Graces and Bleſſings mentioned in 
the preceding Treatiſe. 


Y Nr. HURLEY, AB. 


Preſbyter of the Church of ENGLAND. 
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| 216 Is it ſuch a faſt that T have choſen? a 
| day for, a, man to affigh his, lou 7. hg to bow 
down'his head as à bulruſh, and to ſpread ſack- 
cloth and aſhes under him? wilt thou call this 


| a fall, and an nie 5 
mantra . -— Horppadyifie 5. 


_— $2 Me eart, 
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| mgprnjng.. rent. your not 
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ova ü. 12, 13. 


| th Gio paid hgh Ahab heard thoſe y 9 
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£4 Abr LV, Jet ine ethitt'y 5 5 to Cop 
| A after, or debare yourſelves like the | 192 
Hoes, in their private Falts'; för, on e 
caſions, tlie make it their" rincipaf fly s 
concern to appear in public in ine en 20h 
- | 11d depttabte manner chüt kiſey can dene; 
neſtner will they 3tTuck' times Wilh"their bl, 4 
| or faces, or Andie thenifelvey" us Ufa! Pit, 
| im urder to e e 
„any , tmnay be, tiey over tiemelves v | 
"| fackcloth and afftes; put dn d bell Bitte 


tenances, and make as hideous 
1 pollle; tat they y bed jets 


of Bbſ6rvatidh; ge Br Born rn Li 
mon applauſe for their diſtinguiſhed acta f 
Waf-denial7 -! And'they rave cheir reward, it is i 
true, adeottlifighy; för it atiſwers all che endes 
of their pride and ambition, chey ate apphides = 

by the multitude for their femarkable'abRiIhes, | 
and are dd upom With am eye of Tevererite 
dor their cher Eternal nete ör invrtification, 
Tl &: aue pieifange Wr their fs, But ſuch . 
pious mitiickty, ſuch hypoctitfenl -M df de- 
a woden Ge, — and unn puniſh meſt le- 
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exp 2, religious, faſt, by way. of repentance, 
2 — ſorrow 2— paſt tranſgreſſions, 


de not righteous over- much; but appear dreſt 
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| 


_as you would at other times, waſh, and anojnt 
yourſelyes, and be innocently chearſul; that 
no one may ſuſpect, or have the Jeaſt appre- 
;henfion. of that ſincere humiliation which yqu 
bragice, and which i is, doubtleſs praiſe-worthy ; ; 
and God Almighty, tho' he. be inviſible, ſees, 
1 — 

and will, not y 
Toke thew, but amply qopey tems whe 
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; .The duty 7 — * 4 lamgiver here 


recommends, to his diſciples is that of faſting, 
38.a.eligious act of ſelf-deniat, ; a de- 
voting of.the hole man, both ſoul — 
to a ſolemn and extraordinary atten 

God, at a particular time, voluntarily. i + 
part for that; purpoſe, in order to, 
diſpleaſute, and by prayer and ſ 


Hein his favour, and an —— 


Hut n Accompanied with .an 
* x abſtinence 
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abſtinetice from all bodily food; and all fenſull 

enjoyments ; a well as from the profecutich of 
a Render Wars; and worldly buſineſs, "Now 
in regard to oat performance of this" duty u. 
right, with an eye to God glory, ind" där 
ſpiritual advantage; Chriſt here cautioht us to 
be on out guat, abd careful) to avoid "Hike 
abuſe in faffing; which was 0 cuſtomäry 4- 


mongſt the phariſees, and other feeming ſaints, 


the over-rightecus in his time. Be not, 


« ſays he, av the. hyproerttes are, of 4 fü 
% eountenante:“ chat is to ſay j do not affect 


a fallen ſadneſt, and a phaſily look; Ne the 


hypocritical © pharifees, © who © difeblott theif 
faces, and, by artful practices, abolifh' thelr 
native complex on. And Here we are to obs 5 
ſerve, that  hypoerify can paint the fies of x WM 
fable and ' gloomy hue, as well 48 pride _ =" 
cover it with an artificial ted and white. 


As als. mathe. therefore, of procteding | | 
is a ſhameful and groſs abuſe of the duty ef | 
faſting, and conſequently cam never be 


table in the ſight of God; our bleſſed Saviour, MW 
and divine law-=giver here points out to un dhe, 
right way of faſting; thut is, the petfortminice” 4 
of this A in ſuch a manner, as will meet 
eee eee Waſks | 
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ker your face, . ſays he, and * 
1 4 uſual,” when you are diſpoſed. to ſuch. a 

« devotional act of humiliation ; that is to ſay, 
be adviſed | — Ae e 
zt any other time ; uſe your common dreſs ; 
and, put on a chearful countenance, inſtead of 
| an artful. gloomy caſt, that yon may not ſeem 
| to be mourners, when in. reality you are. 
From which. « divine precept we are. to learn this 
leon of inſtruction ; namely, that notwith-- 
al ding ſome hypocrites, by their uſe of ſack- 
an da and aſhes in public, and by their woeful 

of 


1 .countenances, may gain the ap- 
25 men, and be diſtinguiſhed through 
* thei. ror N 7 their affected _ 

tity, an pudlic acts o mortifieation. ; 

| 5 chriſtian is to be abundantly 7 tisfied 

| with God's approbation of his ſecret ſervices, 

L and with * lent ; 

2255 phariſees, of whom frequent mention is 


n 
s difling manner, as the Veſt of 
EF crites, and the worſt of finners, were a das Bk 


$ of the. Jews. Thoſe ſeemingly ſanctiſied wet rom | 
by xeaſon of their pretences to a more nice and 
| rigorous obſervance of the law, ac according to | 
traditions, than any of their brethren, looked | up- 
— more wears _ devout than other 


HOON men; 
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1 us treaſure up in gur behrts this 5 mpor- 


tant , precaution of our blefſed Saviour, and 


weigh, well the intention, 't motive that in- 
duced him to inveigh again ſuch ; a manner of 
religious falting as Was the conſtant practice, of 


the hypocritical phariſces, Who, out of a ſecret. 
pride: and ſelf-conceit, pretended | to a greater 


9 godlineſs than any other. ſect of the. | 


Jews. "And his indulgent aim was this; namely, | 


to withdraw, us from vainly ſeeking, in our 
20 of deyotion, the applauſe of men, and to 
ix our Whole hopes and dependance on the. 


approbation of the Almighty: and to prevail on. 


us, to contemn all pomp and grandeur, all g 
ward ſhew: and appenſg beg, whilſt we are in 
the purſuit of inward Tae, d 0 our ee, 
at, of ſelf-denial 


ee therefore, we : imagine, * . 
ſtinence from food, or any other mortification, 
will be helpful towards our e in = 


Kae 
men; — 2 out of a — * 
an regard 
1 8 Ay themſelves from N 1 


an eye af contempt, they termed "inners ; . 
— for that reaſon, from the Hebrew word 


ras, which ſignifies to ſeparate, the — 
rulhed by the title of Phariſees ey gs 
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2 ell as actions. And foraſmuch as the true 
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ſpiritual life, which' Rands in nd need of the 
light of men to give it its proper force, as it 
rather withdraws the mind from its true delign, 
preyerits its efficacy, and manifeſtly” tends. to 
the deſtruction of its trfe ; let this precept then, 
'of our divine mo girer be always before 
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a Ty 


I 
our eyes, that no oftentation, no. vain gfory 
may lead us aſtray; which would render this 


peculiar act of devotion,” which was intended 
tor our good, extremely faulty and finful. © 


eee en eee ti eve ling 
ſerious manner: is there not a real danger of 
reſting in the applauſe of men, when they are 
mate ſpectators of our public faſtings, our ill ; 
e ad of Wiens and ft. Benif y w 
vrhat end ſhould our acts of humiliation ap- 
pear to the world, ſince they are ſolely intend- 
ed to prepare us for the approbation of our 
Father who is in heaven? to what purpoſe 
- ſhould men be witneſſes of our volun 

niortifications ; ſince tis God only that can re- 
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then of all external pomp and empty pageantry 3 
let our abſtinence be concealed ſrom the eyes of 


men, that we may be approved by God, the 
all- ſeeing judge of all our moſt ſecret thoughts 
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{the BEAUTY of Harzes. -29 | 
intention and aim of religious faſting is...to 


create in ws the deepeſt contrition for all dur 
treſpaſſes and fins, and to beget in us the 17 


moſt,abhorrence and deteftation of all ouf i 
quities; let us be peculiary careful, that it pro- 
duces in us the deepeſt ee for our αο n 

tranſgreſſions, and the ſincereſt pity and cot. "Þ 


NN fellow-octeatures, - For tis very 
obſervable, that all bodily ſeverities, unleſs they 


cowards ths perfo@ing our bab ef mechneft, 
humplity 5e lower de but e many .eefined 
vices, and aggravationg of our faults. . HB - 


Po then, gratefully ppknoprledan. the A 
| dom an. oodneſs of our d uyine Jaw-givery who 


hath fo 600 gi guar ded us " againſt all pride 
and oſtentation in our — Acts e 
nence and ſelf-denial; and po ſo fully diſco- 
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21 For where your treaſure is, her 
your heart be alſo. as; 


22 The light of the body is the eye; i r fe 
therefore thine eye be ſingle, thy whole 
body ſhall be full of light. | 


23 Bur i tine eye be evil thy whole » 
body ſhall be full of darkneſs. 1 
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therefore the light that., is in thee, be 
darknelhs, how. greatds ghekdathoals f: 5 


144 810 


n 4. No. wan can ferve. two maſters * 
either he will hate the one, and love 
the-ather:; or elſe he wilt! hold to the 
one, and deſpiſe the melee "Te cannot 
ſerve — mammon. 
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in Tney wat will be rich fall into temptation, 

ruſt d a ſnare, and into many. fooliſh and hurt. 
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nd be content With ſuch 9 25 Nn 
we; for he hath ſaid Twill nevi les * N. 
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A To an inheritance incorruptible, and unde- | 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
heaven for you.— 1 PET. i. 4. | 


1. 22, 23 The ſame words, Luxx xi. 34. 


de Als it not lawful for me to do what 1 will 
ne with mine own! is thine eye evil becauſe I am 


ief good? —MaATT., xx. 15. 


24 No Cut-e reſt of the verſe te 
33" ſame—LukE xvi. 1 * 


on Do I ſeck to pleaſe men? for if I yet pleaſed 
DE) men, I ſhould not be a ſervant of Chriſt, 

* | GAL. i. 10. 
9. ES | 


Charge them that are r in this world, 
un- that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in un- 
nay certain riches, but in the living God, who 
oy us richly all ae to enjoy. © 
Jeth 1 TIM. vi. 17: 


yen, Behold, the kite of Fe title: which 4A 
have reaped down your fields, which is-of you 
kept back by fraud, crieth, —JAwEs . 3 


Love not the world; neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of nan, nb; 

r. * i. x; 
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A familiar Panapiinasr of the ſix 
Preceding Viss of the TER xT. 


19 eee ee affections 
on the tranſitory enjoyments of this 
| life, which conſiſt either in the pomp, ſplendor, 
or riches of this world; or in the applauſe of 
your fellow-creatures, whole lives periſh with 
their breath, and are at the longeſt but of ſhort 
duration; and of which they are every mo- 
ment liable to be deprived by the moſt inconſi- 
Wo derable, and ſometimes e trivial acti. 
Nt "IS e 


20 12 your riches, however, conſiſt in a 
well eſtabliſhed faith, and a pious, uſeful life; 
in loving the Lord your God with all your 
heart, ſoul, and mind; and your Ar te 
as yourſelf ; by which means, you will lay up 
a treaſure for another world, of which no 
8 unhappy caſual accident can ever deprive you; 
| but it will prove a laſting and durable poſſe or; 


when this world and all things in it ſhall be 
= diſſolved. 


„* l 
} fure you, that one of, theſe two muſt be your 
portion. If you fix your thoughts, and ſettle 
A 0 18 your 
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the BEAUTY of Hotixebs. is 
your affections on the uncertain and precurious 
enjoyments of this life, they will eradicate that 
picus and reſigned frame of mind which the 


chriſtian religion requires ʒ but in caſe your ſe- - 


licity is independent on the hopes which you 
entertain of the favour and approbation of the | 
Almighty ; thoſe hopes will wean you from all 
theſe fleeting and tranſitory enjoyments, will 
fix your thoughts, and ſettle your affections on 
thoſe rivers of pleaſure whith lows at God's . 
hand for EvErmzore- | | 


» 3 
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22 por the caſe 1 muck the ane with the 
mind as it is with the eye; which, if it be 
clear, and no ways affected by any caſual diſ- 
temper, diſcovers diſtinctly thoſe objects that 
ſurround it; by which viſive faculty, the man 
is enabled to perform the various functions of 
life with all the eaſe imaginable, and with the 
greateſt ſatisſaction and thus likewiſe is it, if 
the mind has acquired the habjts of unaffected 
piety and fanRity of manners, it is enabled to 
perform all, or any of the chriſtian virtues with 
eden . An. en, . 


"us : - 


23 kg ARIA AS, 1 
ſhould repreſent by that means the objects 
round chou it confuſed and indiſtind :; it will 

Sing „„ rufe 


*_ 


16 The Dye Onaror; or, 


and diframpolethe- man as much if not more; 
than if his eye had been entirely dark: in like 


manner, if the mind has contracted the vicious 


habits of pride and ambition, envy and avarice, 
that man is in as bad, or a worſe condition, 
than he who never exerted his mental powers, 


24 From hence it is evident, that it is ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible to obey two maſters at once, 

whoſe views are diametrically oppoſite to each 
other; for you muſt neceſſarily either purſue 
the intereſt of the one, and neglect the orders 
and advantages of the other; or elſe you muſt 
have a great veneration and high efteem for the 
one, and look down on the other with an eye 


S of ſcorn and contempt. And this muſt inevita- 


bly-be the caſe. of every one of you, as it re- 
gards your love to God, and your affection 
for the fleeting and uncertain enjoyments of 
dis life z for you cannot perform the duties of 
| a chriſtian a you ought, if, at the ſame time, 

you give - yourſelves: up to the vain purſuit of 


any ſublunary enjoyments, be they what they 


will, If therefore, you are deſirous of be- 


coming my diſciples, you muſt reſolve within 


yaurſclves to apply your minds to the ſtudy and 
_ -pfaRtice of thoſe laws which I enjoin you: for 
: _ them your . 9 be inſe- 
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of them, you will acquire every habit that 


will be . your e en | 


welfare. 


Occaſional Re#LECTIONS. on the fix 
preceding VERSE of the TEXT. 


In the three 6ſt verſes. the chriſtian reader 


will find there is not only an implication and 


permiſſion, but a prohibition and a command 

the thing implied is this ; that every man has 
his peculiar treaſure; and whatſoever that trea- 
ſure is, or-whereſoever it lies, it has a mage: 
tic, or attractiue virtue in it; for every mans 
treaſure naturally draws his heart to it, and is, 
what he accounts, bis ſummum bonum, oi chief 
good: the thing permitted is, his poſſeſſi- 
on and enjoyment, if honeſtly procured, of 


wealth or preferment; as an inſtrument ar 


means of his doing more good than bis neigh- 


bours, if his heart be but duly inclined to let 


his works ſo ſhine, that they ſeeing them, may 
follow his 1example, and glorify, their Father 
which is in-heaven. The prohibition lies here; 

namely, vr are not to make riches or gran 


deyr our prigeipal or only aim; we are to be 


very cautious how we put too great a value 


. liches, and how we purſue ſuch tran- 


e 3. ktory | 


parably connected, and by the due obſervance. | | 


— 
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ſitory blelings with too inordinate a thirſt after 
them. The command, however, is poſitive, 
« lay ae up for Ives treaſures, ſays our 
<< divine Inſtructor, in heaven; treaſure. up 
' thoſe habits of grace, which will, in the end, 
| bring you to an inheritance in glory: be fruit- 
ful in good works, that thereby you may lay up 
in ſtore for yourſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that you may lay hold of 
everlaſting bl ils. 


| n the one hand, our _ gracious and 
benevolent lawgiver aſſigns inconteſtible rea- 
ſons for not putting our truſt or confidence in 
any worldly enjoyments z namely, becauſe they 
are of ſo uncertain, ſo precarious a- nature; 
they are expoſed, or ſubject to moth and ruſt, 
and to be taken from us by thieves, or other 
- oppreſlors in power; and theſe are, doubtlefs, 


very cogent arguments, why we ſhould not ſet 


our affections on any thing, that may be loſt 
in an hour, in a moment, for ought we can 
tell to the contrary: on the other hand, how- 
'” ever, we have alt the ſtrongeft motives imagi- 
nable to lay up our treaſures in heaven ; becauſe 
= they are no ways liable 'to any fuch caſualties; 
| they are for ever permanent and laſting. The 


things that are not ſeen are eternal, the tres- 
- fures of heaven are iuviolable, wn, 
3 3 77 
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and ne Now we may know! whethen 
we have made our choice of theſe things or _Bl 
not for our treaſure, by our high eſtimation of 8 
the value of them, by our ſenſible apprehenſion 
of the want of them, by the ſtrong. bent of our 
inelinations towards them, and, in a word, by 
our unwearied diligence, and inceſſant endea- 
yours to obtain them, For where the trea- 
« ſure is, there the heart will be alſo.” | - 


In the two ſubſequent verſes our bleſſed Sa- 
viour compares our chief treaſure to the eye; 
as that enlightens and directs the body; fo 
that judgment, that underſtanding, which we 
have of the excellencies, the everlaſting trea- 
ſures of heaven, will attract our affections to- 
wards them, and will quicken our en deayours 
to obtain them. Where our eſteem and re- 
gard run high, there our endeavour will be 
the ſtrongeſt, and the moſt eager. 


In the laſt verſe our great lawgiver has for 
two maſters before our eyes; namely, God. 
and the world; and it would be mogtrouſly 
abſurd in us, to imagine that we could ſerye 
both, they being ſo. diametrically oppolite to 
each other. God is our maſter, as he is our great 
Creator and Preſerver ; and Chriſt, his only be- 
gotten and dearly· beloved ſon, is our maſter, 

ö : as. 


if 3 


as 
41 * Dy; 
- FIT) 


\ ſerve God and the world at the ſame time; 
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sche is the Saviour and Redeemer of all man- vet 
kind; they have jointly appointed us our work, i ©Y' 
and if we are diligent and indefatigable in the 
due performance, they will amply reward us | 
- accordingly. The world likewiſe, it is true, M h 
z our maſter, but then tis by uſurpation ; and e 
through too high a value and regard, too many, , 
alas I ofteem is as their chief good, and de- 
light in it as their ſole joy. Now no man can 


ſince their ſeveral intereſts claſh, and their in- 
jundtions interfere. We cannot ſerve God and 
mammon, that is, wealth or riches. And 

mammon here ſtands for the mammon of un» 
27 iſneſs, that is to ſay, falſe mammon, or 
_ falfe riches; becauſe they deceive thoſe who 
put their truſt and confidence in them; and 
who expect to receive that ſatisfaction e of þ 


them, which they are incapeble of giving. * 
3 IMPROVEMENT. 15 ing 


Shall our great Lord ee ina moſt 
righteous and wiſe lawgiver convince us, in the! II 
moſt endearing manner, of the folly and im- 
' poſſibility of purſuing at once 4wo directly op- 
' - polite intereſts ; and ſhall e ſuſfer the precari- 
ous and tranſitory enjoyments of this life, te 
tand in competition with thoſe which are ne 


Ve 


' 


* y 
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„Ver r fading; with ates in mo; which are 


euer laid | 


Can FI et" ever poſſeſs us fo far, thas; 
when we have an inheritance ſet before our 
Nees, we can trifle .it away for ſuch precarious, 

ſuch tranſitory bleſſings as worldly riches, which, 
y a thouſand unforeſeen accidents, we may 
A poſſibly be deprived of, as It we) in 177 
of in eye : KA 


Can we impoſe on av in fach n a mĩ- 
ſerable manner, as to admit a rivalſhip in our 
breaſts bet w een the ever-bleſſed Lord and ſu- 
preme governor of the univerſe, the only ſource 
of peace and perfect felicity,... and Belial, the 
God of mammon, of falſe ches, who moſt 
ſhamefully, tho' too artfully, blinds the eyes 
ef his idolatrous worſhippers, by falſe repre- 
ſentations of this lower world, and all its fleet- | 
ing enjoyments, till the mee Cloſes: at 1 in 
their a — e 


If > that we wired wiſh to RY over our 
ſpiritual adverſaries ; if we would earneſtly de- 
ſire, that the God of our life and ſalvation would 
be our gternal portion; then let us diligently 
attend the divine precepts of this our all- 


"ne {vile lawgiver, that by hearkening * 


| ſelves; ſhall we, I ſay, on this account, for- 
feit that true dignity, that invaluable glory, 


our great lawgiyer ; let his precepts be religi- 


F 
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ſome admonitions, we may acquire that ſingle- 
neſs of heart, that ſimplicity of mind, that no 
motives, how plauſible or alluring ſoever, may 
turn us aſide from purſuing our real intereſt, 


dur unt views of nen len. 


le we find. Sons enjoyments_ firike too Th 
ſtrongly on our imaginations, let us argue thus 


with ourſelves: ſhall we ſacrifice the favour CE 


and approbation of God Almighty, and of that 
Lamb of God, who is his only-begotten and NCh 
dearly- beloved ſon, for ſuch empty, va in and 


tranſitory pleaſures, as cloy in the very poſſeſi- 


on? ſhall we, for the gratification of a little: ; 
vanity and pride, by appearing with a more t 


external pomp and grandeur than our neigh- 


bours, which only begets contempt: in thoſe 
ho are actually 1 us, and envy, malice 
and hatred in thoſe below us, and at the ſame ll 
time are no real or laſting ſatisfaction to our- 


which our bleſſed Lord intreats us to partake 
of? no; let that thought be far from us; let 
us lend an attentive ear to the admonitions oft 
b 


27 J 
a 


+ oully obeyed ; let us make them the rule of all 
bur actions; and let our wills be entirely ſwal- 
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he conſumed by fire, and nature ſhall be juſt 
expiring, we may be caught up to meet our 
bleſſed Lord, in the air; that where | ac is, 
there we may be alſo, 


ts 


The Txxrs, according to St. MaTTHEW. 
CHAP. VI. ver. 255 26, &c. to the end. 


bitt divine precepts in regard to mak- 
ing proviſion for Futurity. $7 


5 Therefore I ſay unto you; tales no 
thought for your life, what ye ſhall 
eat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for 
your body, what ye ſhall-put on. Is 
not the life more than meat, and ghe 
body than raiment ? | 


26 Behold the fowls of the air: + ans 
ae ſow not, neither do they reap, nor ga- 
et ther into barns z yet your heavenly Fa- 

| ther feedeth them. Are ye not much 


better than they | 


. wrd e you-by wing thouglittan, 
add one cubit unto hg Rature'? | 
28 And 
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28 And why take ye thought for rai. iſ 
ment? conſider the lilies of the field If th 


how they grow; they toil not, neither I th 
do they ſpin. - un 


6 29 And yet I fs unto you, that even P, 
Solomon in all his glory, was not aray- 
ed like one of theie. 


30 Wherefore if God ſo cloath the graf\ 
of the field, which to-day is, and to- 
morrow is caſt into the oven, ſhall he 


not much more cloath you, O ye © 
| little faith? 


zt Therefore take no thought, ayiog; 
What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we 

drink? or wherewithal ſhall we be 
5 cCloathed. | 


| 37 (For after all theſe Suh do the gen 
tiles ſeek) for your heavenly Fatheſſeat 
- knoweth that ye have need of all thelFon.- 


bk 1 


B 
33 But ſeek ye firſt the kin gdom of Goc by'x 
and his righteouſneſs, — all - thei 


£7 ee ins 5 A 
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. - 34+ Take, therefore no thought for 
atme morrow : for the morrow ſhall. take 


er thought for the things of itſelf: ſufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof,” atk, 


PAR ALE LT 3 K 8 do che jen pre- 
ceding V.z RSE 


1275 att thy burden upon the Lord, EY he 
ſhall ſuſtain che: "he: ſhall mne 


gba, wüde ei. —P$ALM. Ivo a2. 


Commit thy works unte the band, nud my 
tboaghes hall be abhebt * 


None bog! 9605 {203 een 


Commit thy way.unto the Lord e ollþ | 
nes, and he ſhall bring it to pals. 
b 00% il e  HIAEM. D 5. 


WW „ — p * " 
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Neider ib — God but mou, that 
careth for all — Wien. xii. „ 
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Tabea beg for your li, has yo thall 
eat ; neither for the e eee 
on, Luns „ 5: gods 129250 oy 51g 


Be careful for nothing: but in every a 


Bod, by prayer and e | 
theiſſ et py requeſts: hay n unto, God. 
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But r without careful. i - 

on ty ra e 32 * e er 20! al 

n n Ning, let ut us be there | 
with content,—1 TIM. vi. 8. 


bu 
Caſtülg pyôur care upol him, for he careth Jaf 
for vou. —1 Pk r. v. 7. Wt: 10 3 s [ 


26 to 32, Who providah dorthfirkden; bi ing 
Lodi? when his young ones cry unto God, I tha 
they wander for lack of meat. Ion xxxviii. 41. 1 


Theſe wait all upon thee:-that thou mayeſt IU S5 
give them their meat in due ſeaſon,” That thou] < 
giveſt them, they gather: thou een 8 tho! 
, they are filled with good. for. 

Ser Q2 ba N Ren ter. Sy," 28. for 


MA mie: 


2 ke giveth to the beaſt his food, and to the. 
1 00 
young rayens which en exlvii. g. i 


Conſider the ravens; for they neither fouſſ! 
nor reap'; which neither haye ſtorehouſe nor wy 
barn 3 and God feedeth them : how-much more 
are ye better than the fowls Luxx xii, 24. A fe 


r 

33. 34 I have been young, and now am To 
«bs: yet have I not ſeen 1 25 7 

. 1 


PSALNM xxxyil. 25. ain 
But 
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But rather ſeek ye the kingdom of God, 
and all cheſs things hl be added, unto you. 
4155 bels gelt, I oe, L (fe; 


# 


Labour no ot for the meat which periſheth, 
but for that 5 which . unto er- 
laſting ufe.— ou vi. 27. 1 : 


 Godlineſs.js profitable unto. * things hy- 
ing 2, promiſe. of the life that now is, me of. 
that which i is to come.—1 Tus. iv, 8. 


They that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want t any 
good thing, -PsALM XxX. 10. 


God ſald unto him, i. e. Sctomph Beine 
tou haſt aſked this thing, and haſt not aſked 
for thyſelf long life, neither haft aſked riches 
for thyſelf, nor haſt aſked the life of thine ene 
mies, but haſt aſked for thyſelf underſtanding 
to diſcern" judgment: behold,” I Have done ac- 
cording to thy words nila have allo | given 
thee that Which thou haft not aſked, both i 
riches and ee Kinos i il, 115 12, By 1 
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A familiar Tar age of the wa A | 
5 Virses of the r 


r 10" 
25 = Herefors-T' 75 unto you all Who are j 
bete [preſent ; ſuffer not any of the 

air ofthis life to engroſs too much of your": 
f if A ES _ 


ure; are. abſolutely a 


= - ETD FILE, with vigour an 


* en wen we; 
ee e 


I hive more it 
e world, I charge Wore com- 

mand vou, 298 ſy much 33 fe fer. our minds Bf © 
to be in e i 7555 1 
providing 2 e th, + vece du] 

and raiment, which your v frame, and the o 
general circumſtances of human nature require; lo; 
for the work which 1 ſhalf emf loy you about, = 

will demand your whole tie,” and pdf mot 
unwearied application 2. yr let not this in- in) 
junction diſcourage you, nor Dea means t 
Ante the warmth of your zeal far. my ſexyicy ; 2 
O95 thei 790 he gays you your ery. is,, 
Wo 2nd hath, by me called ygu 10 be difpenſers of 
the. chriſtion religions. aud, knows that your IN 543 
3 for che .proſecy- 

5 lag of that mportan; work thay (eat bi 
and your: indulgent father who, js, ig heaven, 
i Ol ke tu e 
ting tat Pal enable; you 9. * your 

ſucceſs, 

39 224 a J eile 


Aud in order to engourgge. you 10 = 
k and ready diſcharge of that great truſt 


be has xepoſed in vou, reflect en the ver "och 


4 | ſtances of the very birds of the field they n 


e ber fung; andyis the pra * 
| aide : * * 9 1 55 dence 3 
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dence: of God fo orders matters, that they find 
an ample ſupply both for themſel ves and their 


young; and that ſo conſtantly, that their ſpe- 


cies are continued from age to age; and can 


you, my ſpecial meſſengers, dbude of His in- 


dulgence and protection, who has pitched upon 


you for the due diſcharge of ſo ene UM 


N SO HD n) 1 
4,7 Ls 201. Ts 5 


27 And in ache to wean 


concerns, be aſſured, and take my word for 


it, if you ſhall perform the heavy taſk aſſigned 


you, in ſuch a manner as will be acceptable 
in the ſight of God, it will ſo abſolutely en- 


gage you, that the leaſt thoughtfulneſs about 


any temporal concerns will be of no more ſer- | I 


vice to you, than the moſt: ſolicitous care, in 
regard to the growth! of your body, would 


any ways contribute nt _ ents Wy : 


ou a das n 


4K, Fd Ty 4 


28, 290 . as to your 3 1 wy ſhould 


you perplex-your thoughts on that head? ſince 


the very flowers of the field are adorned with 
ſuch- ſurpriſing beauties, as far ſurpaſs all the 


pomp and! grandeur, all the external dreſs and 


ee that even Solomon, Who was, the 


D 3 mast 


3 1 
any anxiety of mind, in regard to all worldly i 


5 Mo The Dyna Oven en 
| mot delicate and luxurious of all the princes 
Ff the 85 _ in his eee 

eee at ning G anl. Ons t SELL 


N of this ipjunRion, give you the | leaſd-diſgult 
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= fame time make the leaft doubt of diſpute a- 
= he hath ©. immediately employed in _ 


Won of that God, who is gerte) acquainee 
2 ſupply them: 1 555 in the 


1 who pay divine homage even to ſtocks and 
= _ 4 whoſe. future views'and expeBta- 


= future food: and raiment, and the other neceſ- 
| faries of life, from a firm and ſteady faith, that 


1 = 3 
_ % 2 


— 
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y 


to my doctrine, or make you waver in the diſ- 
e of your duty ; ſince your faith muſt be 
very ſmall indeed, if you can diſcern all that 
elegancy of dreſs, which God has beſtowed on 
the very kerbage, which is but of a ſhort du- 
ration, and then periſhes for ever; and at the 


. au. Hann; 


4 . 1 7 caution 
von ogainſt all uneaſy apprehenſions about your 


you are under the immediate eye and protec- 


blind and uninformed Gentiles, or beathens, 


tions 


— 12 


wwe BAA, , Hν,E. 31 


tions are principally ſet upon tlie things df this 
life). to purſue with eagerneſ ſuch tranſitory, 
ſuch, precarious enjoy ments, and what is ſtill 
worſe, to look upon them with an eye of ad- 
miration, as 1 me 
end af all weir wiſhes. % V6 IGN'S 


m9 ie innig 38 


33. . 4s far you, my lected diſc 


ples, let the more impartant concern of the 
Meſfiah's kingdom, which God Almighty, 


through you his inſtruments, is now erecting 


teouſneſs, which you are to introduce therein, 
be yout conſtant ſtudy and practice; and if 


you ; and whenever neceſſity 5 8 you, will 


be always at hand to ſu; ly ou with 
ood And raiment. - a gs 


4% 4-3 ff 2 112 ee * 5 


hat 


inced, that the great ruler and governor 'of 
the I will take you into his peculiar 
care; will prote& and preſerye.you ; let no fu- 


Ine ill treatment, nay, the cruel and mercileſs 
pe rlecutions which we wil hereafter meet 


ons 


in the world; and let that perfect rule of righ 


ou be but found diligent therein, there is no 
queſtion” to be made, . but that the good | provi- 
dence bf God will always protect and preſerye - 


24 An raſmuch Pp you are fully ak | 


ure cares or anxieties of mind affect or tor- 
ment you; for you may be well aſſured, "has 
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with for my ſake, from the hands of violent 
men, and oppoſers of my doctrine, will create 
you ſufficient uneaſineſs, without your diſcom- 
poſing and ruffling your on tempers about 
the affairs of chis fe, which to you in parti- 
cular are of little moment or concern, nor wil 

the tormenting or afflicting your minds abou 

fuch fleeting, ſuch trifling, and uncertain en- 

N Joyments, 2 9875 wy wiſe or important þur- 

4 K 


Occaſion PP OY TO on ts ten 
'' preceding \ Var5es of the Tex. 


CD. Our bleſſed "WEIS and MY en 
having cautioned his auditors before againſt the 
ſin and folly of putting their truſt and confi 

dence in any precarious. and ſublunary enjoy - 
ments, how alluring foever ; in the firſt of the 

aðbove-quoted verſes, warns them againſt ; a ſin· 
= ful and immoderate care and concern for he 
neceſſaties, as well as couveniencies of this life; 
that is to ſay, ſuch an anxious and folicitous}[ 
concern for tood and raiment, as is accompa- 
nied with a diffidence and. diſtruſt of. God' 
fatherly providence over us, and proviſion, 0 

W ſuch things for us, as we daily fland..in;neec 

of; and the” * ments that N bleſſed Lori 


her 


: 
” 


" 1 
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nt Niere makes. we of, to diſſaade them from the 
tc Nguilt of ſuch an unwarrastable anxiety of mind. 


ti- nd joftructive_ leſſons naturally ariſe. I And, in 


11! Wie firſt places the true chiriſtian may here learn- 
or bid comfort and conſolation in a day 
ire be, that Gad Almighty will moſt certainly | 


PU every faithfu] ſervant of his, net 
/ food: and raiment, but à competency ok 
D ee In the 
next, he id aſſured, that:the want af fajch in 


dre, is a fin ot the drepeſt dye, ond ſuch. an 


is ptecaution to learn, that notwithſtanding 
od bas hun gien him his promiſe: to ſapply 
M his wants, without his being over- ſolicituub 
out his future ſuſtenance and ſupport q yet 
e not only may uſe ſuch prudential means fis 
ve in His power for ſuch a ſupply of his daily 
nts. ; but it is a duty incumbent on bird fo 


ruſt in God, that it is, ifideed, a ſpecial. act of 


is doing in ſhort, what, he actually requires 
*. i, and expect at d hands? and wichen 


30d's promiſe, and a lliſtruſt of his paternal 


ident mark of ingratitude, a8 he will moſt. 
igbly reſent: And gadiiyn ache chrifttan in com 


1 ;- it is ſo, far from entertaining any fife, 
elief in, and dependanee on his paternal gare 


out? 


Fe many and cogent 1 a ape in the:fublen BN 


| 8 200 | thereby 
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out our joint endbaveure;/ he has notz itt fact, tbe 
made any ſuch promiſe,” that he will ſupply 80. 
our wants. His promiſes, a rede eb COR 
ject of our faith, are not abſolute, *Burcondi- me 
tional. Every one, therefore, muſt, and ought G0 
. to do ſomewhat himſelf towards à coinfortable i ma 
fſupport, not only for himſelf, but for his fa- Ing 
milly if he has one. And he that does not take Pur 
ere of his houſhold, is pronounced by St. Paul 
a worſe man than an infidel. We muſt en- 
deavour to de inſtrumental to God's prbvi- . 
deence, and not fly to his extraordinary pro- | 
tection; when his uſual care and for us 
is ſufficiently afforded. God does not ſee eon - Ni 
venient to multiply miracles, where there is not 
abſolute neceſſity for them; nor, indeed, at bo⁰ 
which cannot be the caſe, hen we neglect 
' thoſe means of making good God's truths which ſlut 
he hath already afforded us: but only when en 
all lawful means have been uſed by us, with - be 
out any viſible ſucceſs, then, and not till then, i 
it will be God's ſeaſon for the exertion of his 
extraordinary power! In the mean times it is 
ſifficient, that he offers us means to bring us 
to that end which he has promiſed: „ and if we 
neglect thoſe means, and ſo fail in the perfor- 
mance of the condition required of us, wee 
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thereby diſcharge him of all obligation to make 
good his promiſe ; which vas not abſolute, but 
conditional; as before obſerved. The true 
means, required on our parts, as — 
God's providence in feeding and cloathing | 
may be known in — by this Aiſtingiſhe | 
ing mark, namely, that all thoſe meaſures: are 
purſued which are perfectly lawful ; for no 
means ought to be uſed that are the reverſe. 
And the firſt lawful means are labour and dili- 
gence in our reſpective callings. As in ſpiri- 
ſo in temporal things, if we will but be 
induſtrious,” the Almighty: will co-operate, he 
will, with à ſecret hand, not only aid and aſ- 
ſt uscin what we undertake, but bleſs our la- 
ours; and make them proſper. Go to the 
int, ſays: Solomon to the fluggard, and learn 
f her to he wiſe. And in another place, he 
iſſures us, that the hand of the diligent maketh 
ich; and on the contrary, he that will not 
abour, ſaith the Apoſtle, let him not eat: 
which in that admonition was a part of apoſ- 
tolical diſcipline, in order to lay a ſiege to idle- 
neſs, and ſtarve it up: and that was an image 

8 Dn earth, ; of what is done in heaven; it be- 
. welb"g the rule of God's ordinary providence, that 
for-Ney who neglect the means, ſhall never obtain 
wel de end. This en being conditional 8 | 


36 Tue DTH SHORT; oi, 
all others) not to the idle faithiefs fluggard, bot 
tothe fuitbhful labourer: he who: will -play the 
fAvie ſo far as to put his whole truſt and eon. 


denies in fate, may Rat ve for watit of induſtry 
die for want of phyſir, and be damned fot 


wunt of reperitarice i and all this, not through for 
an x0els.of faith; bur the want of it, bis no ci), 
taking the means 2Jong' with him, which wwere f yr; 
ordained by God for his future ſalvation /': me 
ili bas elles ent t uk ad ha! pet 
In the fix ſubſequent verſes, our great Lori pre 
and Maſter, and indulgent inſtructor, producaſſ be- 
nb deſs than four of the ſtrongeſt argument the 
that could poſſibly be urged, to diſſuada us fior gin 
che fin of being over ſolicitous about the con Jef 
mon conveniences: of life. And the firſt i inf. 


this; namehy, that ſurhoan anxiety of mind ill or 


i in dhe neatt place, he inſiſts, that ſuch an in 


perfectly needleſs fon. your heavenly father con 
— Githhe, knoweth that ye have need of theſq bea 
chings, and will infallibly provide them fot youl ; 


ordinate - concern is as fruitleſs, as tis unne 

z for faith he again; which of you's 

taking thought can add one cubit to his ft} 
ture? that is, in other terms, you can ad 
nothing, either to the length of your lives, 1 
to the comforts of then, though ybu be . ſtud 
aan Zahnd HE 20 tk s. you; 


& + *& 


te BAA CTT of HoT fuss. 
ls ſolicitous, « everſo bm IT ane . 


n n 
an an e t Ant ar ell 


an over- anxious care is perfectly heatheniſſi ; 
for, ſaith he, after all theſe things do the Gen- 
tiles ſeek; and then, in the laſt place, he 
urges, that they act beneath the character of 
men; nay, worſe 
periſh, by ſo mean: ſpirited, ſo unwarrantable a 


procedure. The fowls of the air, and the 
all beaſts of the field are provided for by God, 


leſs to you, who are his children, than to the 
inferior part of his creation? will the Father 
of all mereies find food for every little bird that 
comes chirping out of its neſt; and for every 


its den; and will he not ſupply all your real 
wants, O ye of little faith? he who feeds the 


$4 off $49 wg to hit "op his aid aud ene 
WF | | 


$, 0 Thoſe, i nature Made FFI” 2 
'evelſf ſtudy, have obſerved, that the raven expoſes her 


9 85 joung oP as ſoon. as they are hatched, deſerts 


"a - Z 


Tra Chr tells tis — 


worſe than the very brutes that 


their creator and preſerver. And can you ima- 
vine; that his paternal indulgence will be ſhlewin 


deaſt, whether tame or wild, thit Jeaps' ot H 


| ravens when they cry, will never ſuffer his chil- 
it bY dren to ſtarve, when they make their humble 


them 3 


35 The Duvins, o Ire 


them, and leaves them in hathelpleſs ſtate and 
condition to ſhift for themſelves ; and whether 
they are nouriſhed by the dew from heaven, or 
by any other means to which we are ſtrangers, 
yet, when they gape and cry, they are fed, and 
provided for in ſuch a manner, as God ſees moſt 
convenient; From whence our hleſſed Saviour 
makes this inference, that as man is a creature 
of a ſuperior nature, and conſequently, worthy 
of a much higher regard than any of the fowls 
of the air, the divine providence will moſt 
aſſuredly make him the object of his peculiar 
care, and conſequently will provide for him in 
A comfortable manner, notwithſtandining his 
g anxiety of mind can ee nothing tor 
; wards it. em þ £8240 
And our bleſſed — cloſeshis tn 
a particular topic, in words to this or the 
e effect; let your firſt and principal care, my 
_ gearly beloved brethren, . be to promote the 
- kingdom of grace in this world, and to ſecure the 
kingdom of glory in that which is to come; 
and in order to your attainment of both, ſeek 
after an univerſal holineſs, both of heart and 
life; and then, you need never be in any con- 
cern about any worldly. comforts ; for they 
hall be added to you in meaſure, tho? not in 
ae; 3 Gay ſhall tv tho' not or your 
deſire 
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defires, and tho* you ſhall not \have-fuch ul 


abundance as ſhall ſurfeit you, yet you ſhall 
have What is wholſome'; and what will contri- 
bute towards your health, which is the greateſt 


bleſſing that can be here conferred upon you 


and as every day will bring with it a ſufficient 


burden of trouble and fatigue; in a word, ne- 


ver afflict or torment yourſelves by antedating 


your on ſorrows,” and foretelling either what 
may, or what poſſibly never may come to paſs. 


Tis not only a very painful and unproſitable, 
but a ſinful evil, to perplex yourſelves with dii- 
truſtful and diftraQing fears. Every day has 


its difficulty as well as its duty. And, tha 
ſufferings muſt be expected, yet: tis the highalt | 
folly imaginable, to torment yourſelves today 
with the fears of what may happen to-morrow. - 


but take my advice; as ſoon as you riſe, caſt 


your burthen of care upon that God, who will 


take care to ſupply you daily with food —_— | if 


ment convenient f for you. 51 
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IMPROVEMENT... 
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| From "theſe freſh inſtances of the — 


neſs and indulgence of our great Lord: 180 Ma 
ſter ; from theſe plain and familiar inſtru 


ef our all-wiſe and divine A us be 
at E 1 74 
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providence of God; ſince here We have the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that when we are under 


more immediately be referred to the apoſtles, 
and other firſt propagators of our bleſſed Savi- 


vrhilſt they faithſully perform it, ahey ure ſecure, 


1 . | 
een *! 4 e ige ee 


are obliged to get our daily bread, that is, our 


40 The Divins OnarToR; 0, 
led to an abſolute dependance on the. good 


P i 


any difficultics'or = 1 RUTA webs 
divine * Wan ht © 


ein, 


— And l the precepts ankle 
nitions here before us may, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 


our's doctrines, and his holy goſpel ; yet they 
have'a remote: reference likewiſe. to all ſuch a 
have a reveretitial awe and fear of God before 
Kvir- eyes, and would willingly depart from 
iniquity ; fince, as chriſtians, they are bound iſ: 
to let nothing divert them from their duty; ſo, 


from God's neuer-ſailing promiſes, af being 
Dee fa nen. his ogg 


D215] ne 


1 3 our a in life hs ſuch, ah we 


neceſſary ſubſiſtance, by hard labour IM 
Tweat of our brows, Fi us chearfully y perfo 

chat part, which God Almighty, who deen 
hat is beſt for us, is pleaſed to a(bg n Us, with- 


* being over-ſolicitous about any 22 1 
P 


the . het TY. of HoLins55 | 43, 
plies; for why ſhould we perplex and torment 


may never have any occaſion . for J or, if we. | 
det ſhould, it could. be only for a very, ſhort time, | 
hs which might be made to anſwer ſome valuable 


purpoſe, .that would amply compenſate for all 
dur ſorrows ; and therefore, nothing ſhould 
vithdraw,our thoughts from thecontemplation, 
ff that future ſtate, wherein we muſt either be 


ineftably. une or for ever miſerable beyond 


If God W has thought fit to plant vs W 
in an higher and more comfortable ſtation, an 

has freed us from the neceſſity of inceſſant toll 
E. labour for our daily ſuſtenance and ſupport, 

t us make uſe of ſuch his indulgance tommns 
s, not only to his honour ang, glory, but to 
ur own everlaſting advantage, without bein 
anxious for; and graſping, after high poſts and 


quiring a power and ſuperiority. over our neigh- 
bours,. which can never afford us any real or 


ating ſatisfaction; but, tis highly probable, 
on the contrary, may deprive us of that peace 
and tranquility, which a grateful mind, con- 


tented with its proper Rate and andilen. SF 


* ond. | 


dur minds about ſuch things as tis poſſible ve, 7 


:xprefſion. . . | 09 liars obo ear aff 


preferments; let us never be ambitious of ; ag- I 
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Let us gal thatwe dads dowel 
- with ſuch faculties, as are capable of penetrating 
| into an inviſible and intellectual world; and if, 


4 at the ſame time that we are ſenfible of thewa- 


lity and worthleſſneſs of all ſublunary emoy- 
ents, we have a proſpe&t opened to us of 

everlaſting felicity; how is it poſſfible for us to 

- Jet go ſuch ſubſtantial bliſs, to graſp at a mere 

empty madow No; let us firſt ſeek the I 

Eingdom of God, and that righteoufneſs which rh 


He has made eſſential to it, and then we may 
depend upon it, ſuch a meaſure of fleeting and NC! 
tranſitory things of. this life, as is requiſite for 
r Wr and Es: wil | be * 
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4100 us, therefore, never rsd our minds 
With either fond hopes or needleſs fears; let us 
look upon this world with an eye of indiffer- 
. Ence or contempt, as we know it to be frail 
and periſhing; and are well affured, we ſhall 
beobliged to quit it in a very ſhort time; let us 
withdraw our affections from all its fleeting and 
worthleſs enjoyments, let them engroſs no 
place in our hearts, but, in a word; let us uſe 
this world no otherwiſe, than as a means to ſe- 
eure us a * crown of 9 in the 
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He's divine proceprs with 8 to 


cenſoriouſneſs. N 


1 Judge not, that ye be not judged... 44 


ye hall be judged: and with hat 
meaſure ye mete, it Hall be meaſured 
8 ! 

; And why beholdeſt ahow che mote, 


that is in thy brother's eye, but conſi- 
dereſt not che eam that is in thine own 


eye? 


4. Or 


- 


2 For with what judgment ye judge, 


4 Or how wilt thou ſay to thy brother, 

let me pull out the mote out of thine 
eye; and Behold, a beam is in /thine 
own eye? «#7 


5 Thou err firſt caſt out the beam 
out of thine own eye; and then ſhalt 


thou ſee clearly to caſt out the mote 
out of th brother's eye. AP 


vs wb WTO * 11 


6 Give not that which is holy, unto.the wh 
dogs, neither caſt ye your pearls befor: 
ſwine, leſt they trample them under 

their feet, and turn again and rent 
you. 290100; $3 
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PAR ALLE 10 XTS to the fix» pre- | 
—  ceding VERSES. 1 i a 
* * not, and ye | ſhall Not be judged: 

condemn. not, Woche: ſhall not be condemned. 

Luxx vi. 37. 


--*Thirefore thou art 8 O man, . 
whoſdever thou art that judgeſt: for wherein 
thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thyſelf; 

. doeſt the ſame things. 
 _ "Rom. ji. 1. 


. 
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me BnavTY'of Hotinzss 45 


him that eateth-z for God hath received him: 
ne ¶ Wo art thou that judgeſt another man's ſer- 
vant? to his own maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. 
Why doſt thou judge thy brother? or why 
loft thou "ſet at nought thy brother ? for we 
ſhall all ſtand before the JUG: :of 


r, 
ne 


te hriſt.— Robs. xiv. 3, + FOOT CIC 22 tis 
+2} 2 105 
5 —— - hearts 3 for bat 


which ig highly —— amongſt men, is 
abomination in 1 puns. > God, | 
der 99 999 ned bv: Lux xvie-45. 


But with we it is a very fmall thing; mat 
hould he judged. of you, or of man's judg- 
ent. — Judge — . hefore on __ until 


10 RET rt Dr ern 181 1 Con: 50 1 | 
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ed. 441 1. SN % 11 | YO TED 24 346 4 

37. He that 3 of his- brother, 


nd judgeth his brother, ſpeaketh evil of the 
aw, and judgeth the law but if tho judge q 
he law,” thou art not a doer of "the 'law; but | 


$. judge. There is one law -giver, who is able = 
j. 1.Þ ſave, and te deſtroy: Who art thou "har oY 


W another nn 12. LA 114 4 
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2 Fake heed what ye hear, with -whaſſſ 
meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you 


* ret you chat hear Mall more be given. 
„lin $15 oba? v0 2 1 Manx iv. 24. 


V 


„Ges 4 it ball 8 abe yon 41 good 
3 down, and ſhaken together 
and running over, ſhall men give into your bc 
ſom : for with the ſame meaſure that ye mete 
ita, it Ly de reer you again. 

h - 7 bv 1 vi. F 


K. EX Pe 1 id ry ſo God hach 'requite 
enen i. COR 
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- hues the whith Gund ine hall rex 
ſo! ſparingly: and he which ſoweth - oo 
yy, ſhall reap alſo rr ere ix. 6 

* Bug 0 ] 

"Brethren, if a man be overtaken i ina Fault 
ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the; 
ſpirit of meekneſs; conſidering ent leſt tho 
„ e e eee vi. 23! 72 — 
99! 4s 5 And why ee eee ee 
that is in thy brother's eye, but perceiveſt no 
the beam that is in thine own eye? either hoy 
canſt thou ſay to thy brother, Brother, let m 
pull out the Wat) that is in things eye, heit er 
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hat hou thyſelf beholdeſt not the beam that is in 
hine own eye ? thou hypocrite, caſt out firſt 
he beam out of thine on eye, and then ſhalt 
ou ſee clearly to pull out the mote that is in 
hy n e e vi. 41, 22. 


6 Reprove not a ſcorner, left he hate Pee 
:buke a wiſe man, and he * love thee. I 
. Prov. ix. 8. 


Swell not in the ears wh a Werl for he will 
cpiſe' up wiſdom of thy wn ß; 
| _ Prov. ili. 9. 


ou 


\ familiar Pin AFYK NEV of ads 1* 
1 Vixszs of the TEXT. 


AK E peculiar care, that the know- 
ledge which God Almighty has deen 
tale e to confer upon you, does not ſwell your 
earts with pride and ambition; but guard 
ourſelves more particularly azainſt cenſoriouſ- 
ſs, and too raſhly paſſing ſentence of con- 
emnation on every petty failure, every little 
iſtake that you may poſſibly obſerve in the 
onduct of your neighbour ; leſt you yourſelves, 
r hof no are guilty, tis highly probable, of more 
et * rant crimes, meet with an equal wn of 


me _ * — to whoſe all-ſeeing eye, the 


mo 


ft no 
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eil fault: that kan he ceotartiited/isohoh, ant 


| compaſſion, or of anger and reſentment, ac 


imaginable, the inſolent and imperious behazi 


| much, who are too rigid and cenſorious, 0 
ſuch of their brethren who are negligent i 


their obſervance of the leſs momentous parts 
the poſitiye law. ;, ſuch, for inſlance, as th 


48 | The Daya we OR ATOR3 on, 


naked, For. you may depend upon it, that God 
will, at the great day of retribution, deal with 
you in ſuch a meaſure, as will be proportionate 
to that treatment, which your fellow - creatures 
meet with from you; that is to ſay, he wil 
either look upon you with an eye of pity ant 


hz 


in 


cording to your own 7 ee nn a bro 
ther chriſtian. 


3 Avoid, therefore,” with all the precautior 


our of thoſe phariſees who are righteous over 


tything of mint and cummin; whilſt th 
thetnlelves. neglect the much weightier an” r 
more momentous duties of the moral law 
namely, charity and juſtice, without which, 
is abſolutely impoſſible to procure the favo 
a4 affection of God Almighty. 


4 For with What aſſurance can > you. ho 
and reprimand. your brother for his venial a 
wifung miſtakes or es when you {tat 


1891 | convict 
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and onvited by ** own conſciences, that you 
Jol nave acted yourſelves both willingly and know- 
vitagingly againſt the eternal laws of veracity and 
nate juſtice f. 


5 Deteſting, we Per pong vgs | 
uch phariſaical proceedings, in the firſt place, 
mend with fincerity your on lives, and then 
you will be duly qualified for the converſion of 
your neighbour; by your kind and judicious 
Pann and ee * _ ee 
jonhhf mind. 


| 6 = paving eating: this ee, | 
Precept of mine, I would have you diſtinguiſh. - 
nt i etween one, who leads a: ſober and inoffenfive 
ourſe of life, for the generality ; who, if ſome· 
mes he may be guilty of ſome little acts of in- 
liſcretion, is ferry for ſuch-involuntary failings 
r miſtakes, and the perſon-who is a profligate 
nd hardened offender, the perſon, who would 
eturn you only reproach and injury for your .- 
jendly and judicious reprehenſion, for it is 
tter,; I muſt own, ſor you to leave him in 
is obſtinacy and perverſeneſs, than by your 
ind aud well intended offices to expoſe your · 
a ves ta his reſentment, when yo n 
"4," preſpect of the mne. 
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= we may cenſure our own conduct with as much 


and preſumptuous, in paſſing ſentence. of con 


0 The Drvinz OnaToR; of 
Occaſional ReyLecTIONS on the fg 
preceding Verses of the TEXT. I" 


From the two firſt verſes the following leſſonſſſihc 
of inſtruction naturally ariſes, namely, that bo 


ſeverity. as we think fit. Self- examination, 
impartially performed, that is to ſay, with 
ſtrictneſs and ſincerity, is not only lawful, but 
highly praiſe- worthy. But if we are rigid, raſh 


demnation on the characters and miſconduct o 
our neighbour; eſpecially if our cenſures proy: 
unrighteous and - unjuſt, we are guilty of 
very enormous fin, a fin of the blackeſt com nif 
plexion, a ſin, in ſhort, that expoſes us to thi 
anger and reſentment of a juſt and righteo 
God. Notwithſtanding this prohibition, wi 
are here to obſerve, that our bleſſed Saviou 
and all-wiſe Legiſlator does not pronounce ju 
dicial or eocheſiaſtical cenſures illegal; for mom 
giſtrates and church-governors have authority” 
by their reſpeRive offices, to judge and to re ©. 
prove: neither does he charge one chriftia”* 
never to paſs judgment on the actions of an rue 
other, in caſe they are too notorious and app 


ent; for, if ſo, che duty of reprehenſion o le 
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any account could never be juſtified, or pers 
ſix formed 3 but the judgment here probibited is 
this; namely, ſuch an one as is raſh, over- 
eenſorious, or actually unjuſt ; ſuch an one, in 
ſon ſbort, as is void of charity towards our neigh- 
hat bour, accompanied with contempt, and the 
offence is highly aggravated, if we have been 
guilty of the very ſame ny” or others of as 
hetgous a nature. 


. 
2 - — 

=5 * r n n a7 4 — MX — — 
8 3 r 5 4 oy WY _ — 


6 * 
Jr pon, rg” es 


ä — 
— * 


— ,. ,,, rs 


By the term mote, in the thin ert is to 15 
be underſtood little or venial fins comparatively 
Wipcaking to ſuch others as are more dangerous, 
Wand of a blacker compiexion, which are repre- 
ſented here by the word beam; the former ſig- 
nifying the ſmalleſt ſplinter of wood imaginable, 
"2-1d the other a piece of n . 
coca ſupport of an houſe. 


And by the beam in our on eye is meant 
ſome notorious, flagrant conſtitution: fin of 
Bur own, which we are ſecretly guilty of, and 
oo frequently indulge. From whence ariſe 
e three following important leſſons of in- 
ſtruction, namely, firſt ; that ſuch, as are moſt 
ih and preſumptuous in their cenſures on the 
little infirmities * neighbours, are ſor , 
. the 
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F on the leſſer miſtakes, or more venial acts of im- 


_ _ reclaimed. + *Tis a provetbial expreſſion, and ſi 
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the generality; .moſt ſhamefully ouiley'of far N 
more ”m oo nen ſee 
bee e we are taught, that thoſ 
whb deſire others ſhould look with an eye of 
pity and compaſſion on their infirmities, ſhould 
never look with an eye of ſcorn and contempt 


prudence committed by others. And laſtly, 
that the beſt and moſt effectual method of 
teaching us charity and candour in our judg- 
ment of other men, is to exerciſe our judg- 
ment, with the utmoſt e upon or. 
ſelyes. + AM. 1 


| 5 the Gulet (in the 10 let we are 

- t underſtand the ſacred ſcripture and all ordi- 
nances in general; but wholſome and Friendly 
admonition 1 in porter. | 


: By thoſe tere dogs a laune deset 
mueh finners as are obſtinate, incorrigible, and 
by no perſuaſions, how indulgent ſoever, to be 


here made uſe of by our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
toſhew, that the moſt eee eee 
mdte fruitleſs, and perfectly thrown away o 
- * ſuch ſinners as are perverſe, and 7 


car 


U 


ear to all reproof. And here our bleſſed Lord 
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ſeems to intimate, that he not only permits his 


diſciples to ceaſe from all attempts of that na- 
1 Hl W 


N. B. The dog was not only declared unclean 
by the law, but was looked upon as a very deſpi- 


- 


cable animal by the Jews. The moſt offenſive ex- 
preſſion they could uſe was to compare a man to ' 


a dead dog. David, in order to make Saul ſen- 
ſible, that the unjuſt perſecution which he carried 
on againſt him did himſelf no honour, ſaid to him; 
After whom doth the King of Iſrael come out? 
« after whom doſt thou purſue ? after a dead 
« dog ? * - And when David did Mephiboſheth 
the honour to receive him at his table, Mephi- 
boſheth, making his acknowledgments, uſed this 
expreſſion z ** t is thy ſervant, that thou 
„ ſhouldeſt look upon ſuch a d-ad dog as I am? 


And Job tells us, that, in his calamities, the 


« youn ple had the imprudence to inſult 
n e 


fathers he would have diſdained to 


have ſet with the dogs that kept his flocks.” “D. 


The name of dog in ſcripture, is ſometimes put 
for one who has loſt all modeſty ; one who would 
not bluſh at the commiſſion of any fin, how igno- 
minious ſoever. In this manner ſeveral underſtand 


the injunction delivered by Moſes, of not offering 


in the tabernacle of the Lord the hire of a 
whore, or the price of a dog.” And our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf in the Revelations, excludes; *«* * 
* ſorcerers, whoremongers, murderers, idola- 
ters, and all liars, from the kingdom of heaven.“ 


The 
) 79 VIE 


. 


2 


. 
4 _ 4 = 
* . , = — — — * 4 - 
| — : = — 
l bp - by n 0 4 3 92 * 22 1 * = * — — : * 
— a N — * q 8 * : 
- 2-24 Ps A '— IG - 8 5 1 ' a b — 
r rr — - W 5 *y 2 2 — 9 3 5 3 a I < 0 — * 0 o 3 8 * 2 
— 4 - — — _ ————... — - 0; 


| Peter compare innert, who continuall relapſe 


| nation. 
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ture, but aſſures them, when they find men 
| arrived to ſuch a pitch of iniquity and petverſe- 
{ nels, tis even a duty incumbent on them to 
; ark their we { 1 M. 


The + Paul ood Fly kalte apoſtles dogs, 
by reaſon of their imprudence, and their greedy 
love of ſordid gain. Solomon, and the apoſtle 


into thoſe fins of which they had repented, to dog; 
returning to their vomit. And David compares his 
enemies to dogs, that were continually" barking at 
him with flanders, and biting him with their per- 
ſecutions and evil treatment. 

And as to ſwine, the uſe of it was \ forbid 
the Hebrews. They had the fleſh of this animal in 
ſuch deteſtation, that they would not ſo much ai 

unce its danke, but inſtead of it ſaid, that 
, that thing 
_  Whenold Eleazar was taken by the people of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, he was vehemently urged to 
taſte ſwine's fleſh ; or, at — to pretend to taſte 
It. But on his refuſal, e po * mouth by 
force, to com pel him to eat 0 it. This compu 
fon, - dba g roved ineffeQual ; for he 0 
rather to ſuffer death than to break the law of God, 
and to give offence to the weaker people of his 


This abhorrence of ſwine's-fleſh was not pecu- 
Liar to the Jews ; for the had ſuch an 
averſion to this animal, that if any one had touch- 
| edit, tho but by chance, he would run to the 
river, and plunge himſelf directly into it, cloaths 
and all. They carried, in ſhort, their MN 
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Here let us lend an attentive ear to our 
eſſed Lord and legiſlator, and reſolve punctu- 
ly to obſerve all his divine mandates; that 
y ſuch. an improvement of our talents, we 
ay be Run faithful | in the day of our Lord, 
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If his voice bath been heard i in our en 3 
our powers have been ennobled by his dio- 
ates 5 if wiſdom has entered jnto our hearts; 
„in a word, our underſtandings have been 


lin the leaſt enlarged by his, divine precepts; 
tus be, peculiarly careful to employ all our 


f this 8 fo far, that they would not allow a 

' of Fvine-herd: to come into "their temples ; neit bn 
d t0 Would they have any deten, or correſpondence 
aſte ith him. n Halil 416 331 r 
| by The Arabian ſcenites eat a0 pork; and we 4“ 
Pr ſured by Solinus, that if hogs were but carried. 
ole to their coutitry, they woald ole: Ah 

"hill Ve hall 2 mention one ber packen more on 
WH; head; ſo conclude this note; 


t wh "Mains, the ps * bal le. 

at when 

Leu m, he ſet up the i image o . g. in baſſo re- 

E + No, upon the gates of the city, in order wo _ 

— tire the Jews away from it, and to expreſs his 

Achs noſt abhorrence, deteſtation and contempt of 
ole abandoned wretches, 


of ; OE Na im- 
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improvement to the glory of God, and our 
indulgent Redeemer, and make uſe of them 
to the ſpiritual advantage of all around us, 


mY had been far better "IF us ; far more ad- 
vantageous to us; had our lot been caſt into the 
land of darkneſs ; had our portion been aſſign - 
eld us amongſt the blind and unlettered Pagans, iſ" 
and that knowledge had never entered into ck 
our habitations, than that pride and cenſori- 
- ouſneſs ſhould have their dominion over us. 
The perfection of knowledge is humility; and ch 
the perfeQion of humility is love and ſubmiſſion, "I 


What is the ſupreme, the ineffable beauty 
of the chriſtian religion? and wherein does its 
peculiar-excellency conſiſt ? the anſwer is eaſ 
and obvious ; namely, in meekneſs, and hu 
mility of heart, in a ſpirit of univerſal bene 
volence and love. As this is the ground-work 
ſo tis the glory of the chriſt ian inſtitution 
This happy, this ſerene frame of mind, duly" 
qualifies us for the enjoyment of everlaſting * 
happineſs, thro our inceſſant exerciſe of ever 
ſocial virtue, and the meritorious Berit an 
R of hen, 9 
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em 'Tis this moſt amiable temper that puts a 

op to all ſtrife, and contention, that roots out 
a0. rancour, and malignant cenſoriouſneſs of 
the or neighbours, and ſilences all terms of re- 
roachy on account of difference in our ſen- 
iments or opinions, as to ſome particular ar- 
cle of our faith, fome myſteries, that no 
nite creature is capable of comprehending 
vs rigbt. It is good · nature, it is love and af- 
tion that inſtruct us how to view our o 
rrors and frailties, with an eye of 'fevetityy 
nd the miſtakes or failitigs of our neighbouts 
ith that of candour and forgiveneſs. A frame 
mind highly requiſite, not only for the a- 
endment of our on N 1 27 _ — 
mittion on ae 


It is 1 this univerſal 8 dat * 
come qualified to obey the divine p 

re preſcribed by our great maſter and 1 legit, 
or, and to avoid that fatal, that moſt odious 
nd deteſtable practice of paſſing judgment on 
othet's ſervant. It is, in à word, by this 
niable temper, that the knowledge of the truth 
nd 3 of * N. an. „ain e 
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4 js itſelf a beam, which, till it be happily r 


1 ourſelves to the miſcarriage of our brother, 
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Loet us therefore liſten with an attentive eu 
to all Chriſt's. inſtitutions in general, but toc, 
this prohibition in particular: let us ſuppreſ 
in ourſelves all inſolent deportment, all fond 
deſire of impious ſway over our fellow-crez- 
tures: let us ſuffer no difference in point « 
opinion to ruffle us, or excite our reſentment: Pur 
let us not be fo raſh and preſumptuous as tos 
aggravate, with a ſecret pleaſure, the miſdeed 
of our. brethren ; or ſo partial as to look down 
upon them on that account with an eye of ſcor: 
and contempt. Let us always, however, on 
the contrary, be on our guard, and reſſed 
within ourſelves, that ſuch a partial treatment... 


moved out of our own eye, perfectly diſquali aſtr: 
fies us for forming any judgment of the mote var 
tin e e e „ K 4444 Wing 


In imitation, therefore, of the meekne 
and humility, of the loving-kindneſs. and for 
bearance of our Lord and maſter, that gran 
exemplar of univerſal love, let us wiſely app! 


the ſpirit of pity and compaſſion ; that, whe! 
Chriſt ſhall come, at the day of judgment, tt 
take cognizance of all our tranſaRions, wt 
a £ | ma 
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may be found among the nber of thoſe faith... 
ful ſervants who have diſtributed with prudence 
and diſcretion, according to the lot aſſigned 


hem, and whom our impartial __ 1 1 
lers over all his houſhold. | 


The wiſdom and port ng po 

| ur great legiſlator does not ſtop here; for he 
as taught us alſo to join with lupplicity of 
art, and ſweetneſs of temper, precaution. ons 
Wrudence i in a faulty world. _ 


Tho! we are here inſtructed by our bleſſed 
Waviour to omit no opportunity of aiding and 
| fiſting thoſe, who are of a docil temper, of 
W-covering, if poffible, ſuch as are loſt, and 
ringing home thoſe who have erred and gone 
ſtray z yet at the ſame time he has kindly fore- 
Warned us, to withdraw ourſelyes from all ob- 
inate and perverſe ſinners ; all ſuch. as are 
eſolutely bent on following their own wicked 
levices, be the conſequence ever ſo fatal; leſt, 
hilſt we are uſing our fruitleſs cal to 
eclaim them, we injure ourſelves, not only 
rom that ſpirit of malice and revenge which 
er accompanies conſcious guilt, but from 
he prejudice which our own tempers may 
ceive from the We . a malicious 


| tender, „ | 
Being 
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eng hes perfetly HE ane yo our * 
let us chearfully enter upon the practice of it 
| Let our on errors and miſdeeds teach us, how 
to take pity and compaſſion on the infirmitic; 
and failings of our weak brother ; let the good 
effects that a gentle treatment hach upon our 
ſelves, make us peculiarly careful how we de 
port ourſelves towards our neighbour; let u 
diligently guard - againſt magnifying of the 


| S mote which is in our brother's eye; whilſt we 


Th 
Cl 
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ſcarcely take any notice of the beam that is i « 
our own: let his recovery, therefore, be th: 
only uſe which we make of his failings z tha q 1 
| by ſucha prudent precaution both he and We 
may be a in the day of o Lord. 
8 us, to conclude, avoid all anger an 
contention; let us always preferye ſuch a meci]6 ( 
and calm temper of mind, that fo, having at h 
tained the conſtant habits of PIES love, an f 
righteouſneſs, we may at the laſt day be clot 
= ed in white raiment, and ſtand before thꝗf 10 
Son of man with i ac, ef. $9080 8 
x t ar 
1 I 
e A. or $5 i 8 
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The Texrs, according to St. Marrusw. 


CHAP. VII. Ver. 77 8, to 125 in- 
Ye cluſive. NR 


Chriſt's divine precepts in relation 90 
fervency! in prayer; FS 


J Aſk, and it ſhall be given you: * Hl 
and ye ſhall find: knock, and it ſhall 
be opened 0 unto you. 


For every one that aſketh, e 
and he that ſecketh, findeth : and to 
him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened. 


Ie Or what man is there of you, whom if 
his ſon -aſk bread, will he * give him 2 
ſtone + 


10 Or if he aſk a fich, will he give him 3 
| him a ſerpent? WE, 1 bo 9 


11 If ye then being evil, KN how to 
give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more ſhall N Father 5 | q | 

A which. 


Pe” 
_— 2 
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= 


T 
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© which is in heaven give good thing 
to them that aſk him? unt 
ſha 


2 Therefore all things, whatſoever 
1 ye would that men fhoyld do to you, do 
ye even ſo to them: for this is the lay 


ahd: the prophets, £530] 


PARALLEL TI Is to the ix pre 
1 coding Vixs8s.” Paal 
3 ſpe⸗ 
17 Lord, thou haſt heard, the geber of the 

= humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou 
wilt eduſe their ear to hear—P3AL,/ X. 1. 


The eyes of the Lord are upon the righ 
* and his cars are open unto their ery. 
Por. XXXiv, 15 


, 3 „Le in diftrefs; the Lo 
anſwered. me, and ſet me in a large place. 
PsAL. cxvili. 5 


1 Kul the Gre af Wem far fe 
kim: he alſo will hear their ery, and will ſav 
them—P3AL. cxlv. 19. 
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| The. Lord is far from the wicked, but I. f 
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Hey i e. d Lid, will be very gracious 
unto thee, at the voice of thy . when he 
nnen W. 

g Lean url. 196 


Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall 
nſwer z thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall fa, here 
] am.—JSATAH Will. 9. 


And it ſhall come to paſs, that before they 
all, I wilt anſwer, and whilſt they are yet 
ſpeaking, 1 will hear —Is AA Ku, 2h, 


—Altttiings whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in prayer; 
"ME 2 teceive. <M ATT. **i. 221 


+ thi when ye 
TH 5 Aae Oat, and 'P 
kave th ents, Fs wh 25. 
A, and it ſhall be given yod : Ga, kd 
The ſhall gd: A 
unto you—LoKkk xi. 9 * 7 


Whatſoever ye ſhall pb name, thy 
ill I do, that the Father may Es 
the eo xiv. 13. 


* Y — 
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ye abide in me, and my words abide 


ou, ee e i ap 1 
IG we ſOHN XY, = . 
unto you, 2 7 mil 


in 


ſhall by 


1 | God, that giveth to all men liberally, and uf 
=  braideth not; and it ſhall be given him. Bu 11 


64 The Dein OwaToR'; or, 


And in chat day ye mall aſk me nothing: 
| verily, verily, I ſay unto you, whatſoever dC on 
ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will giv 
it you. Hitherto have ye aſked nothing | in my 
name: aſk, and ye ſhall receive, that your 
joy may be full, — Jon xvi. 23, 24. 
Alle ſpake à parable unto chem, to thiſſou 
end, that men ought aways to Pray, and not 
to faint —LvKE xviii. 1. 


Por this thing I beſought the Lord uric 
that it might depart from me. And he ſai 
unto me, my grace is ſufficient for thee : fot 


my en is made perfect in weakneſs. 
2 Con. xii. 8, 9 


1 us s therefore come boldly unto the thron 
f of grace, that e may obtain mercy, and fin 
gan to help i in time of need. —HEs. iv. 16, 


If any of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk « 


let him gif in faith, e Iu Bee Tan 
8 i. 5, 6 


'——Whatſoever we og we "recdive of hin 

becauſe we keep his commandments, and df — 
| IP * har fe pleaſing in his fight. . 

2 1 — | 1 Jonn. wr 
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And this is the confidence that we in 
im, that if we aſk any thing 5 +l 


g: 
J 
1s will, be heareth ug=1 Joux v.14. 
ml 8—The Lord is with you; while ye be with | 
dum, and if ye ſeek him, he will be found of 
ou: but if ye forfake hit; he tif forfake 
0U, 2 Caron. XV. 2. ona 


[ lows Whos white lope oh. ahd Wor that 


Then En on upon om and —— 
Pay Ius. XXiX, 12. 


ek me early ſhall find me:—Preov, vi. 17. 1 


9, 10 If a fon ſhall alk bread | of u e hen | 
Wat is a father; will ye give him a ſtone? or 
he aſk a fiſh; will he for a fiſh give hitn a 


went? or if he ſhall afk an egg, will an, 
a ſcorpion.—Luxx Xi, 11, 12 


11 And God ſaw that the 8 of 
an was great in the earth, and that every | 
agination of the thoughts of his heart was 


aly evil continually. X. vi. 5. 
—The- a of mans bean is off 
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Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
= the ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 

her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will | 
I not forget thee—IsAlan xlix. 15. 


12—As ye would that men ſhould do toyou 
do ye alſo to them likewiſe.— Luxx vi, 31. 


As thou haſt done, it ſhall be done unto 
thee, thy reward ſhall return upon thine own 
head. —OBADIAH, verſe 15. 
Whatſoever good thing any man doth 
the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whethe 
he be bend or free. —EPH. vi. 8. 


Thon fhale not avenge, nor dear hindi | 
againſt the children of thy people, but tho 

alt love thy neighbour as thyſelf: I am thi 
Id. —LEv. xix. 18. 


wm 


On theſe two n * al 
law and the (prophets. Marr. xxii. 40. 


Owe no man any thing, but to love on 
4 another : for he. that loveth another, 0 
BY filled the law. For this, thou ſhalt not 

1 ys then Tale ar kill, thou ſha 
5 nc 


che BxavTy of Horse. 67 
ot ſteal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, 
hou ſhalt not covet ; and if there be any o- 


her commandment, it is. briefly comprehended 
n this ſaying, namely, thou ſhalt love thy. 


cighbour as thyſelf, Love worketh no ill 


o his neighbour : therefore love is the ful- 
ling of the law.—RoM. xiii. 8, Qui IS: © 


For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even. 
n this: thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
df, —GAL. v. 14. 2 


Now the end of the commandment i is * 
ity, out of a pure heart, and of a good con- 


jence, and of faith unfeigned —1 Tim. 1. 8. 


A new commandment 1 give i unto you, that 
Je love one another: as I have loved you, that 
e alſo love one another. By this ſhall all men 
now that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love 
ne to e Jon xiii. 34, 35. 15 10 
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\ familiar Irn on che ſix 
preceding Vixszs of the TEXT. 


L. T me tell you, however, that a con- 
ſtant and ſteady dependance on God's 
d and aſſiſtance is abſolutely needful, to your 
ue OF of theſe, chriſtian dutzes ; Fen f 
vine 
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ae n ws 
| oy and. zeal. 


8 And God Atthighity; * lends an atten * 
Mag | hve ear to all devout, and fervent petition k 
= will give you every thing that is requiſite for 
Four ſuſtenance and ſupport.  * 


2 20 And no one, who performs his dutyſuti 
2 he ought, can in the leaſt doubt of his ob- Hour 
W taining ſuch divine aſſiſtance, that will butſſ:e 
1 give himſelf time to conſider, that if a child 
W intreats his father, let him be eyer ſo aber 
| - doned, fo ill-tempered, or moroſe, for t 
cammon neceſſaries of life, he will giye " (ſt 
ſomething that ſhall be of ſervice, tho? ever ſo 
fall ; at leaſt, he will not offer him any thing nd 


ere pan n him. * 


11 And if . ene convinces ouWnab 
of this truth; namely, that the moſt abanW: ! 
doned, neevidh, ill-natured parents that wereſſſÞd » 
ever created, have ſome natural love and affecWce f 
tion for their. children, will contribute, as fuori. 
as they are able, towards their neceſſary ſup-cul 
= ply.of food and raiment, nay, will give thenfſerel: 
= with pleaſure what is in ſome meaſure- fit anc 

= convenient for them; how much more ſha 
| God (who is the moſt indulgent af all being ick 


\ 
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well as omnipotent, who created you, and 
as all along ſupported you, looked upon you 
s his children, and is pleaſed when you in- 
oke him, by that tender and endearing name 
f your heavenly Father) give you all that aid 
nd aſſiſtance, that he ſees your circumſtances 
quire ; at leaſt, fo long as you behave like 
utiful and obedient children, and continue 
our ſupplications to him, ""_ a Moron. 

erence and ſubmiſſion ?/ ( 


12 And when, you are fully 2 that 
od Almighty will moſt freely lend his aid and 
bſtance to thoſe who love and fear him; let 
his be the baſis and foundation of your o n 
nduct towards one another; making this 
e warnten rule of all your actions, that 
date ver you either expect from, or think rea- 
nableg in point of common humanity, ano- 
er ſhould do for you, be you always ready 
Ind willing to do the like favour, or friendly .of+ 
ce for another. This is that great and im- 

riant truth which natural religion ſtrongly 
culcates; this is that truth which the ſeveral 
relations, given both by Moſes and the pro- 
ets, have endeavoured to teſtore in a ſinful 
orld: and, in a word, this is that doctrine, 
aich I am . to . perfect, and 
dee? | ha: 
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Occaſional RAe ron en the. 
Preceding Viss of the TExr. 


In che firſt five of 8 che chriſti 
reader will obſerve. not only a divine . precept 
but a divine promiſe, likewiſe. ; the former a 
moniſhes us to be importunate and fervent i 
| irs, ſeek, and knock; and t 

aſſures ud, that God Almighty'will nc 
only hear all ſuch petitions, but with:plcaſu 
will grant them. Here are feveral weight 
and important articles which demand our m 
ferivus attention. The firſt thing to be ol 
ſerved is, that man, on the one hand, is 
Poor, neceffitous, indigent creature; aw. 
wants, and- perſely- helpleſs, and alte 
Hicapable of ſupplying them; and God A 
mighty, however, on the other, is all-ſuffc 
ent, is goodneſs in the abſtract, and not on. 
able. but willing to relleve the neceſſitles of , 
_ Indigent creatures, provided they humble then 
_ feives, and apply to him with fervency ar 
fincere hearts, ' Im the next place, we are 
| take: notice, | that notwithſtanding' we me 
hot with that ſperdy velicf which we e 


{ * be Ade 
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the BAU of Hol IN 08. yi 
nd ſo earneſtly thirſt after; yet Ml tis our 
ounden duty to continue our ſupplicationsz 
alk, ſeek, and knock with double fervour ; 
xr tho' prayer is not always anſwered in our 
ime, and according to our reſtleſs defires, yet 
God's time, and when he ſees moſt conve- 
oy they never fail of meeting with an an- 
er. | Again, we are to obſerve, that not- 
tanding God Almighty is infinitely good 
d gracious, and takes delight in giving good 
ifts unto thoſe who fear and love him; and 
otwithſtanding prayer is the key (if we may 
indulged the expreffion ) that opens both his 
art and hand; yet not every perſon, nor 
ery petition ſhati meet with acceptance from 
e Almighty ; for the perſon who makes his 
ereſſes to the throne of grace, muſt be one 
do makes God's will his law, and obedience 
rreto bis chief delight; one, in whom there 
art; one who, in a word, entertains no 1 
i dee, or grudge againſt his neighbour. The < 
ect matter which we make the object of our ; 
yer muſt be ſuch, as is, in all reſpeQs, 
Frformable to the divine will ; and the man- 1 
er of our addreſs muſt be in faith, with the | 
meſt zeal, and the moſt unwearied perſeve- | 
ce, In the laſt of the fix preceding verſes 
ES of 


®. 
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of the text is contained that golden rule; 
namely, always to do as you would-be done 
by. This, tho' very ſhort, is very full, clear 
and comprehenſive, and is the great rule 0 

righteouſneſs. The very light of nature bine 
it upon us, and Chriſt, our great law-givet 
has recommended it to our conſtant practice 
by aſſuring us, that it is both the law and ti 
prophets, that is, -in other terms, the ſum 
ſubſtance of the Old Teſtament, ſo far as co 
cerns our duty to eur neighbour. And h 
we are directed to obſerve, that the fact: 
books thereof were delivered to us by the | 
ſpired writers with this important view; nam 
1y, to render mankind, in the firft place, « 
tiful and obedient to their maker, and aff | 
that, righteous and benevolent one towar 
another. The whole law and the prophe 
is this; to love God more than ourſelves, 

it is in and through him we live, mo 
and have our being; and to love our neg. 
- bours equal with ourſelves, as we are their i 
low creatures and brethren, all of us bei 
the children of God, and acknowledging | 


: k | (ter 
for our Almighty and moſt indulgent parent, ” 
Sa e 
%% "x0 287 16 eee, e e 


* 8 _ 
\ 
. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 


Let every chriſtian diligently attend to the 
trong demonſtration, which Chriſt, our all- 
iſe lawgiver, hath here exhibited ſo plainly 
ore him, in order to enlarge his views, con- 
n his faith, and render him patient, and in- 
pable of being moved by any preſent aMic- 
ion or ee 


And here let every one, who vrofeſſe him- 
elf a diſciple and A or of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
ue in the following manner within himſelf. - 
sit poſſible, that my moſt bountiful Creator, 
ould implant ſuch an amazing tenderneſs and 
aternal fondneſs in the whole animal creation 
r their reſpective offspring; and that even the 
poſt perverſe, moroſe and Yl-natured wretches 
at can be met with amongſt the human ſpe- 
ies, ſhould be ſo ſenſibly concerned for the 
MWaſttenance and ſupport of their little helpleſs 
fants, that ſcarcely any inconvenience can 
tend them, but what they will readily and 
hearfully acquieſce in, for the preſervation of 
i eir lives, and their future welfare; and-can 
1 eſtion in the leaſt, but that God Almighty, 
ho is the Father of me, and the whole uni- 


1 | verſe, | 
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verſe, will teſtify his paternal gopdneſs towarc 
me, and ſhelter me under the py s his d 
vine favour and 3 * G 


us an, then, witnied' with the FOR 

of 5 dieine aid and affiſtance, fix our who 
thoughts on this duty of benevolenee, 'whi 
not only gives us a right to, but inſures to ur 
the favour and dlefling of the Almighty. | 

we would earneſtiy wiln to ſhelter ourſehe Miri 
under his gracious protection, let us with wil 
ing hearts, and chearful minds, aſſiſt all thoſe 
whom his good providence has planted und: 
our inſpection, and perform every act of be 
neficence and humanity to another, which v 
thould gladly have another exert in favour . 
ourſelves. et there is a E e 
. ere 25 


Being thus ach projet, 1% an humble: 
holy obedience, for an intire truſt and conf 
ence in our God, let ut caft all our care uf 
Bim; for he raretb fer us; and will never lea: 
r far ſalr thiſe who are of an humble and cont: 
a ' heart. If he tries usbyſorrows ordiſappointmenWin } 
it is only to purify and refine us; if he deptir 
us of thoſe earthly treaſures, which are periſh c 
+ FE themſelyes, and are ſubjeR.ta be _loſÞni 


eit 5 
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ther by the hands of violent man; or ſome 
ther unforeſeen caſualty, not in our power to 
teyent; the only view he has therein, is, 
at wo-thould de made partakers of a more 
urable, & more fubſtantial treaſure; ſuch folid 
ches as are never fading: or in caſe God ſees 
nvenient, that either ſickneſs or pain ſhall be 
ir lot, his only motive thereto is, that our 
ength may hereafter be renewed, and our 
iritual health de advanced in his due time 
nd way. 


our afford the human mind, when te aſſures 


W, that, if we labour under any agonizing 
Wins, or other circumſtances of forrow and 
Wireſs, and bear up under them with patience 
Wd reſignation. ta the divine will, God Al- 

ichty will look down upon our afflictions 
ith an eye of pity and compaſſion, will be 
conlWr protector, and our certain help in time of 


eu d. Ws 1 


unt Thus raiſed, then, by the conſtant and cer · 


meniſhin hopes of his favour, which alone is ever - 
pry ling felicity ; let us repoſe our whole truſt 
peril U confidengs 1 in his Almighty power let us 


Ee lo bmit to his divine wiſdom ; : and rejoice in his 
; | 'H2 | infinite 


d . 


What comfort and * does our bleſſed 3 
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= infinite goodneſs and mercy ; and after we have 
= performed with alacrity and pleaſure the duties 
=_— incumbent on us, let us, in an holy rapture 
= cry out with the believing prophet. Altho i} 
Z Jig-tree ſhalt not bloſſom ; neither ſhall fruit be i 
= the vine; tho the labour 7 the olive ſhall fail, an 
the fields. ſhall yield no meat; tho" the flocks and 
cut off from the fold, and there ſhell be no herd i 
the falls; yet will I rgjoice in the Lord; I uill j. 


in the Gad of my ſalvation. 
| The Trxrs, according to St. | MarTazy N 
HAP. VIL Ver. 13. 1. 
Chriſt's divine precepts with reſpect to o W 
Spiritual Pilgrimage. 


| pr 
13 8 ye in at the ſtrait gate; fe 

vide is the gate, and broad is the ui,. 
that leadeth to deſtruction, and ma aid, 
there be which go in thereat: . 


14. Becauſe: ſtrait is hs gate, ing — 
. row is the way which leadeth unto 1 *. 
and few there be that find . radi 


| PaRALL 


\ 
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13 Strive to enter in at the 120 gate: 2 8 
many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter in, 


and ſhall not be able, —LUKE xiii. 24+ . , 


There ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatſoever work 
eth pr gn are or maketh 4 F · 967 

Rev. - *I. 27. 


Hug. 

14 Then i Jeſus unto ow diſciples; if 
any man Will come after me, let him deny 
nos ang wha up js Fol and follow me. 
ATT. XVl, 24. 


Ks 11 10 71 N 44 
\ familiar Pan APHRASE on the two 


preceding; VaRs8s of. the! Trxr. 


'n oO” theſe EY . | 
_ poſſibly. appear to you 100 harſh and 
aid, and very hard to be complied with; yet if 
you are deſirous of being admitted into the 
umber of my diſciples, and entertain any 
pes for the ealt intereſt in that ſalyation 
which I. here offer; the. copſant and ſtengy 
PG them "YO * pot wal 
H 3 


} 
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; fite, but what will be abſolute] y expected from bro 
= you; for that ſenſual and finful courſe of life, pi 
wherein the much greater part of mankind in- MWmu 
dulge themſelves, — inevitably end in their 
utter ruin and Os. 


14 And the reaſon is very Mike and obvious; Wnt: 
_ ſince the attainment of that future and ever-Mchri: 

_ bleſſed tate of life, which the chriſtian religion 
propoſes, requires ſuch a peculiar care and 
unwearied induſtry to improve the rational fa crip 
culties of the mind, and the acquiſition of ſuc 
bd ſpiritual habits of unaffected piety and ſanctityo o ru 
manners, which the generality of mankind, whoWyhic 
are ſwallowed up, as it were, in the pleaſure 
undd vanities of this wicked world, will not tak: 
* paing, *« or even AR at the nen of. Nhe n 
ath x nto 


Occaſiorial Wc vertode on e epre 
e VzRSES of the Txxr. hat 1 


50 From theſe two verſes wbe chfiklan . vil h 
may readily obſerve, that, in this ſpiritual pilþnd c 
_ . grimage here ſpoken of by our bleſſed Saviou | 
mere are but two roads, paths, or way ; 
_ wherein the whole race of mankind can tra, dif 
vel, the one ſtrait-and narrow, which leads tn us, 
Tango and 188 ; and the othe 
| dio 


1 
1 
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broad and wide, which leads to the bottomleſs 
pit and everlaſting damnation. And foraſ- 
much as the way to the former is ſo rugged 
and unpleaſant, and that of the other ſo ſmooth 
and eaſy ; it is not ſeemingly very wonderful, 
hat the generality of mankind walk in the 
harter, and ſo very few in the former. Such 
hriſtians, however, as are thoughtful, wiſe 
nd prudent, will chuſe (as they have the ſtrait 
may to heaven revealed to them in the facred 
criptures) rather to go unaccompanied in that 
zged road that leads to everlaſting life, than 

o run with the multitude in that flowery path, 
#hich leads down to the very chambers of death. 


And laſtly, from hence we may learn, that 
he metaphor of a gate denotes our firſt entrance 
nto a religious courſe of life, and its being 
epreſented to. us as ſtrait and narrow, ſhews 
hat religion is attended at firſt with various 
lifculties, which muſt be ſurmounted ; and 
ui habits muſt be thrown off, and all darling, 
ind conſtitution-ſins muſt be parted with; but 

vhen faith and patience have once ſmoothed i our 
ay; our love and veneration for it, will make 
diſcharge thoſe duties which are incumbent 
In why with uplpeakabie INS „ 


Nl 
1 M 


df Sh * 


— 


— 


% 

" . - * 0 

"3. N 1 * 140 F {> 4 +4 "A it * 1 . , _ * * 1 + F 9 q "= 

$ * 1 10 2 ! * * . * Fs te. * * „„ 0 
IMF RO. NE MRA T. 


1 let us carefully review the ways. of lik 
and death which our Lord and Maſter, an 
all-wiſe Legiſlator: bath pointed out, and, with 
the utmoſt plainneſs, ſet before our eyes. Thy 
one, the broad and flowery road of ſenſud 
enjoyments; and the other, the rugged ani 
laborious path of duty and inſtruction. The crif 
one, flattering for F while the thoughtles Mew 
giddy, and unattentive mind, till it cloſes Mir 
eternal darkneſs ; the other, uneaſy, and at 

ed with great impediments at its. entrance 
but i its ſteps lead gradually to a 3 livin 


Li waich ends in everlaſting day. 


niere Jet us recollect what the ſacred B 1005 
tures inform us; namely, that to be carnal... 
minded i 15 death z; 4 but to be ſpiritually minded is li 
@nd peace. Let us conſider, if we will lead t 
life of brutes, we, muſt thank ourſelves, an 

impute our misfortune to our own ill conduct 

we periſh with them; but if we will rai 
our powers to as high a pitch as 'pollible ; 

e will ennoble our views, obey with, cl . 
falneſs all God's holy commandments, 
imitate, as far as in us lies, our great Redken 


141 "om 


| 
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then ſhall we receive our great and glorious 
reward; then ſhall we live happy, PO 
conception, for ever and ever. 


nl The ſenſual life muſt end with nasal things ; 
and the thoghtleſs man that contents himſelf 
with empty ſhadows, muſt, as a ſhadow dif- 
appear. The man, however, on the contrary, 
ho deſires information; and withdraws from 
ſtrife and contention ; who duly and ſincerely 
dewailing his paſt iniquities, hungers and 
hirſts 4 righteouſneſs; who, by fincerity, 
f heart, and purity of life and converſation, - 
s prepared for the bleſſed viſion of the only 
Wiiving and true God; and, in a word, who by 
he conſtant exerciſe of theſe two great virtues, 
ommiſeration, and patience, is duly qualified 
nd fitted to do his moſt holy will; the bliſs of "M 
hat -man ſhall be perpetual, and his glory = 
verlaſting, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lorx elk. 


f « j 


7.44 4 
= 
1 467) 3:5 
2 9 1 . z , . 1 
* * 41 * v 4 kd J 
- 4 4 
* <> to 3 ww . + . o „ "SR 
* * * 5 4 


8 % 
b + py 
«TL * 
1 LY ” 
* — * 


ps 


93 The Davin * ORATOR; on, 


» er, f 4 ? ©, + 


The . iccording to St Marrury 


4H C H AP. VII. Ver. 15, 26 to 20, 
] 8 $a incluſive. u Tae 


20 


Chit vine precaution 0 re. 
| tors. 


* 


I; '5 We of falſe prophets, which come 
to vou in ſheep's clothing, but in- 
wardiy they are ravening wolves. 


16 Te ſhall know ther by their fruits 


do men e arge af. W a 
Len of tiles? 


17 Even ſo Ws Ct tree Wise fork we 
good fruit, but a W wal 
forth evil frui 


1 * k 
i 


18 A good tree cannot bring forth evi { 


fruit : neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. . 


95 Every tree that bringeth not fort 


fruit, is hewen doun and cal 
into the fire. \ 


1 Where 
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20 | Whentfore by their | mrs Puree 
know them. 5 


. 


1 


18 Torre CD 
| ceding VERSES. 


185 Thou Wide root theſis vic 
that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams 3 
Ss the Bord your God proveth you, to know 
hether ye love the Lord your God with all 
'our heart, and with all your ul. 


Thus faith the 1000 of hofts, We 
nto the words of the prophets that propheſy 
into you; they make you vain, they fpæak a 
ion of their own heart, and not out af the 
nouth of the Lerd.—I ER. xxiii. 16. 


77 IJ 


{. 


—Take heed that no man deceive. you for 
ere ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe prophets, 
nd ſhall ſhew great ſigns and wonders, inſo- 
uch that (if it were poſſible) they Thall de- 
tive the very eled. Marr. xxiy. 4, Ihe. 


Now Fbeſeoch you, Phe mark them 

hich cauſe diviſions, and offences, con I 
the doctrine which ye have. learned, aid FE 
oid a age XVI, 1 7· | 


Beads 


12 fl : 
ond * h 
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the power thereof. 2 TIM. iii. 5. 
teeth, and cry, peace: and he that putt: 
5 * —Iknow this, that after my devine 


_—_— as 17, 18 Ei 
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Beware left any man ſpoil you throught phi- 
lofopley and vain deceit, after the tradition « 
men, after the rudiments of the wo and not 
after Chriſt, —CoL. ii. 8. 


eee believe not every ſpirit, but tn 
the ſpirits whether they are of God: becauſ 
many dale pn are gone out into the world 
1 Jou iv. 1 


ve 35 whdows houſes, and for a pre 
tence make Jong prayer.— Marr. xxili. 14 


uch are falſe apoſtles, deceitful worke 
8. themſelves into the apple | 


FR a ith of bee, but * 


Thus ſaith the Lord « concerning the 1 2 
that make my people err, that bite with the 


not into their mouths, they Wen prepare. r 
e him.— Mich. i 111. 5* 


grievous wolves enter in among you, 
PA ing the flock, —AQts xx. 29. 


* 
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16, 17, 18 Either make the tree good, and 
his fruit good : or elſe make the tree corrupt, 
and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known 
dy his er ahh xii. 33. 


l 


—Every tree is Jaws by his own fruit: 
or of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a 
bramble-buſh gather they grapes. 
Lor vi. 44+ 


—T knew not that they had deviſed devices 
zzainſt me, ſaying, let us deſtroy the tree with 
e fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from . 
e land of the living, that his name * be 
o more remembred.— IRR. xi. 19. 39 


Unto the pure all things are pure : but unto 
hem that are defiled, and unbelieving, is no- 
hing pure: but even their mind and conſci- 
nce is defiled.— TIrus i, 15. 


19, 20 Every branch in me chat beareth 
tot fruit, he taketh away; and every branch 
at beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
ring forth more fruit. If a man abide not 
| me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and is 
g ihFithered ; and men gather them, and caſt 
„ Om into the fire, and they are burned, 
Jonn xv. 2. 6. 


Ei OL. II. 1 | t And 
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- And now allo the ax is. laid unto the roo 
of the trees : therefore every tree which bring. 
eth not forth good fruit, is hewn down an, 4 
caſt into the fire —MATT. iii. 10. * 


A familiar PAR aPHRASE of the (i N 
"preceding Vzn.sxs of the TXT. V 


I 5 ERE, however, let me give you this pre. 

caution along with you: when you. 
tminds and affections have been ee bel 
up to the fincere practice of religion, do not yo 
implicitly hearken to the doctrine of every one me 
who comes to you with the appearance of exte 
nal humility and mortification ; for there wi 
ariſe a great number of impoftors'i in the churc 
who will make a ſhew of extraordinary abſti ent 
nence, that they may with a better grace mak 
you their prey, and at length effectually de 
vour you. 


egre. 
FOG enis | rt el 
156 That you may he the better able, how be 
ever, to diſcover ſuch pernicious, ſuch falvart 
teachers, do but reflect a little on the vegetab 
world ; and you will never find that any grape 200 
were ever gathered from thorn trees, or fig 
from thiſtles. 


- 


175 18, | 
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fruit will grow on a tree that is good in its 
kind, nor good fruit on one that is naturally 
bad : as ſoon, however, as you perceive that 


n it, you give orders directly for cutting it 
own, as of no ſervice, but only fewel : thus 
n like manner, the principal deſign of religion 
cing to make men righteous and godly; and 
heſe impoſtars, or falſe teachers, having ever, 
n their hearts, ſome private worldly view, or 
me darling fin to gratify and indulge, in di- 
& oppoſition to the pure rules, or dictates 


nakes them regardleſs of all temporal enjoy- 
voi ents, and fixes their hopes and expectations 


n their future felicity in a better life; theſe 


egree of ſanctity, being deficient in the very 
ft elements of juſtice, and benevolence, are 


part for «terpal. perdition, 


20 Be not diſcouraged, therefore, ** 
ch hypocrites, ſuch deceivers, ſuch wolves 
ſheeps clothing are ſuffered to get admiſſion! 
nongſt you g e if * will . take the 
, | I 2 paing 


" 17, 18, 19 Neither will you find, that bad | 


he fruit is of no value, and has no goodneſs 


f chriſtianity, which takes men off, and 


poſtors,. theſe pretenders to ſuch an hi zh 


obe utterly rejected; for as ſuch they are ſet 
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| Pains to examine for yourſelves impartially, 
without the leaft prepoſſeſſion, you will be able 
to form a right judgment of thoſe who pretend 
to be your inſtructors, with a view only to 
deceive and ruin you, and thoſe, - who have: 
ſincere concern for your future happineſs, and 
are teachers, in reality, of N Ki 
ſound 2 tenets. 85 


Occaſional emo on the ſix 
. | Preceding VER SES of the Tz xr7, 


We are to obſerve here, that there were tw: 
ſorts of impoſtors or falſe teachers which out 
blefled Lord forwarned his diſciples careful! 
to avoid; namely, falſe Chriſts and falſe pre 
phets : the former were ſuch as impiouſly pre 
tended to be the true Meſſiahs, or meſſenger 
from above; and the latter ſuch as pretended 
indeed, to be profeſſors of chriſtianity, bu: .; 
notwithſtanding, made it their ſtudy and pra 
' tice to draw people away from the ſimplicity of 
the goſpel. In the next place, we are to ob 
ſerve the ground and reaſoh that induced ou 
blefſed Lord to give his followers ſuch a pre 
caution. And the principal motive, in fac 
was this; namely, they came amongſt them | 

ſheeps clothing, but were inwardly no wy 


the Bzaaury of Hopinzss: Bg 


than ravening wolves, that is to fay, like hypo- 
erites, wing only, the form of godlineſi, hey 
made fair-pretences to ſtrictneſs in religion, 


and to greater meaſures and degrees of mor- 
üheation and ſelf-denial than others. From 
whence we may learn, that all impoſtors, 
and ſuch as make it their principal and private 
im to ſeduce and delude others, generally pre- 
tend to extraordinary meaſures of piety them- 
ſelves, in order to raiſe an admiration among 
thoſe, who judge of ſaints more by their looks 
than by their lives and converſations, more by 
their expreffions, than their actions. What 


heavenly, looks, what devout geſtjculations, | 


What long prayers and frequent faſtings had 1 


the hypocritical phariſees, beyond what were 
raQtiſed by either Chriſt himſelf, or his diſci- 
les? by ſuch phariſaical conduct, as alſo by 
extraordinary pretences to chaſtity; do the po- 
iſh clergy i in general keep up their credit, and 
maintain their "moſt filthy impoſtures among 
heir deluded followers. And laftly, we are 
to take notice of the rule preſcribed by our 

bleſſed Lord, for forming a right judgment of 
theſe vnrighteous and ungodly impoſtars. << By 
heir frujts, ſays he, you ſhall know them.” 

he beſt courſe, therefore, we can take ny 
e diſcovery of falſe Chriſts, and falſe te 
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ers, ſuch as impiouſly pretend to be God's am: 
baſſadors, from ſuch as are true inſtruQtor! 
and approved by our bleſſed Lord, is, to ex: 
mine, as ſtrictly as poſſible, into the real deſig 
and tendency bo their doctrines, and the te 
nour and courſe of their lives and converſations 
for good teachers, i. e. true and pious inſtruc 
tors, like good trees, will bring forth th 
-good fruits of truth and *righteouſneſs ; bu 
evil-minded men, impoſtors, and deceivers 
like corrupt trees, will produce nothing in theiſ ve 
lives and practices but error and uncleaneſs. fror 


/ 5 | ' 1 28 il? 
The chriftian inſtitution is an addreſs 
our reaſon, and obliges us to examine whoa 
impoſtors, falſe teachers, and deceivers, a 
ho are truly pious, and beſt qualified ft 
_ inftruQing, and conducting the Nen 
meek to true happineſs and everlaſting glory 


a Our bleſſed Lord has left it upon record 

che ſacred ſcriptuzes, that truth will bear il 
izt, that is, the ſevereſt and moſt ſtrict ex 
mination. He has called us to be of an hun 
ne docile * do he wile as well fi 
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cere, and to join an underſtanding mind an 
upright _ | 


The true ates of. Goo 8 fold 1 
clared, “ that his ſheep know his voice.“ He 
has enlarged the path, and opened the way; 
ſo that no one, who gives but a due attention 
to his divine precepts, can poſſibly miſs it; of 
which the precaution here before us is a moſt 
glorious proof. By this kind caution of his 
ve are guarded againſt impoſtors, and freed 
from the artful devices of re anon; 


Thus, fore warned by our n. nbd, 
and great lawgiver, let us never be miſled by a 
falſe humility ſo far, as to give up our judg- 
ments to ſuch as are but men like ourſelves ; 
neither let us ſtand in awe of the haughty 
ind vain-glorious impoſtor. Let us diligently 
ſtudy the will of our great legiſlator, our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; let us apply our 
minds to the underſtanding of all his doctrines⸗ 
conform our lives to his divine laws, and let 
Ian our actions flow from a conſtant and fin- 
ere regard to God who created us, and the 
Lamb, who has redeemed us by his precious 
Wblood ; and never let us be under any fearful 
Þ.:>chenfions of what man can do unto us. 
It 
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It is by this happy frame of mind that We are 
clothed with true humility ; it is by this happy 
diſpoſition that we are qualified for the ſervice 
of our maker. It is, in a word, by this happy 
' temper, that we are enabled to form à righ 
judgment between the crafty impoſtor and thi 
true and faithful guide. The followers © 
the Lamb, muſt be like the Lamb, meck an. 
lowly of heart: ready for every good work M 
they muſt neither break nor bruiſe, but bind 
up and heal; they muſt never throw abou 
thunders and anathemas againſt ſuch as diffe 
from them in judgment; they muſt neue 
attempt to eſtabliſh doctrines by fire and ſword 
but muſt bear with the weak, guide with mer 


rene 
ee Fr 


To ted 1 this n of 0 
, Vieſled Lord be a double guard upon us; ne 
only to direct us in the forming a right jud, 

ment of our neighbours; but in the regulatic 
likewiſe of our on conduct towards thc 
ho are under our inſpection. Let no m 
lord over our faith, on the one hand; 2 
on the other, let us never preſume to tre 
our brethren in a haughty and imperious ma 
ner; but let us ſo deport ourſelves with N 


4.4 
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dom and prudence, dumiliey and i 
that when our bleſſed Lord ſhall come to ren- 
ler to every one according to his works, we 
may be entruſted with power over the nations, 
and be honoured with the morning-ſtar ; that 
to ſay, in other terms, with progreſſive 
now ledge perpetually increaſing in the moſt 
iffuſiyxe manner chat can 5 de con- 
eived. 45144 
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The Ferre, according to St. e 
H- A F. VII. Ver. 21, 22 and 23. 


chriſt here inſiſts on the e ao | 
; obedience. A; 


Not every one that 4 Yee me 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven: but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 


z. Many will ſay to me, in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied 
in thy name; and in thy name have 
caſt out devils; and in N name | Gore | 
many. — works ? 

2 3 E | 
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23 And then will I profeſs unto them, I= 
never knew vou, 2 9 from me, y ef 
that work | iniquity. | 


"Si ater T xxrTs to the thiee pr 7, 
ceding VERSES, | 


27 Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, my God, » * 
know thee. —Hol. viii. 2. 


Tit ye not in lying words; ſaying, thWoye 
| temple of the Lord, the temple of the Loi 

| the a3 ao the N are theſe. 
d | 1 Irn. Vit. 


vt rg" came alſo the other virgin 
ſing, Lord 2 open to us. 
5 MATT: . I 


- een all ow Lat, Jinn, and do 
the things which k1 ſay FROG vi. 40. 


MV mother and ny brethren 1 thoſe, hic 
; iy en and do it. 
| | _ Logs viii. 2002" p. 


* 


* 


1 Warn owck the maſter of the | houſe 


riſen up and hath ſhut to the door; and 


> wha . to knock 6 
| coll 


_ 
| 
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Joor, ſaying, Lord „Lord, open unto us; and 
e ſhall anſwer and fay unto you, I know you 
ot, whence you are.—LUKE xiii. 25, 


Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exor- 1 
iſts, took upon them to call over them which Ab 


ad evil ſpirits, the name of the Lord Jeſus, #6 
ging, we adjure you by Jeſus, whom Paul i 
reacheth.—ACTS xix. „ 1 
He that doeth theſe things ſhall never - be "oh 

noved PS AL. xv. 5. N by. 
j 


- . 
we? — 4.4 - 


Not the en the kn are zun 'befors 
od 3 but the doers of the W e 67-4 
ed. Rox. ii. 13. IF 


bs yo Rows or the wank and et io 
ly, deceiving your own ſelves.— JA. i. 22. 


22 He that appointed a day, in he which 7 
* "ys the world in righteouſneſs. 
4 Acrs. xvii. 31. 


ore 
* — ot þ * 
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— This wake he not of himſelf; but being 
ch prieſt, that year, he propheſied that Jeſus 
ould die for that nation Jou xi. $i" e 


4 —Tho' I have the gift of prophecy, 0 
erstand all myſteries, and all e 
a0 N | 
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and tho? I have all faith, ſo that I could remoy 
— and voy no o charity, I am nothing 
1 Cor. xiii. 2 


23 But he anſwered and ſaid, verily I f 
unto you, I know you per XXV, 1 


ſti 
els 


Aten you, 1 know you not whence ye 
are ; depart from me, all ye workers of 1 
quity. Luxx. Xilt» 27. 


If any man love God, the ſame is — on, 
of him.—1 Cor. viii. 3. | title 


Vet every one .thae nameth the name Mre( 
Chriſt depart from iniquity.— 2 Tim. ii. 146d te 


++ The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy fight : th” * 
bateſt all workers of iniquity.—Ps AT. v. „ 


* e from me all ye workers of i iniqui wy. 


1 5. PSAL. vill 9 

| . lomſo 
| Depart from me, ye evil doers. 4 as 
0 Ps Al. cxix. 11 vit 


1 W en 2 SOT | its, a 
"Thou art of 2 eyes than to behold « to 
and canſt not look on eee en i. 1% an 


* ne a 
Then ſhall he 0 unto them on the _ 


hand, depart from me, ye curſed, into eitizr, 
| | lat oz. ] 


the 'Braury of Hotiness., 97 


ſting fire, 3 for che devil and his an- 
ds, —MATT. XV. 41. * 


familiar Pin APHRASE on 1 * thine 
| preceding Vers8s of the Tz xT. 


AN Din order to ſlir you up to greatcare 

and induſtry in the regulation of your 
ndu, know, and you may depend on my vera- 
ty, that no mere external profeſſion of my reli- 
on, or acknowledgment of my authority, will 
title you to the favour and affection of the Al- 
ighty ; for the happineſs of the celeſtial ſtate 
reſerved for none but thoſe who carefully at- 
nd to the will of my Father which is in hea 
n, and which I make known, and yield a 
ady and ſincere obedience thereunto. 


J: Nay further, notwithſtanding. the provis - 
Nee of God ſhould make uſe of any perſons 
omſoever, in the propagation of my goſpel, 
ar as to enable them to foretell future events, 


. 110+ viſibly to give a check to the power of evil 
| its, and what is ſtill more, ſhould empower h 


ly amazing, and ſhould: by thoſe means be- 
ne actually inſtrumentił in the romulgation ; 
ce. y goſpel, that is, iff the eſtabliſhment of the 
eViltian religion al over the habitable world? 
laſt OL. II. | K ; 33 Yet | 


to perform ſuch miracles as would be per- 


* 


* NWD, e 


as 1 

2 23 2 if =. U 10 WY A RT) 
life as is repugnant to my laws, and have in 
dulged their-ſenfual appetites wittour<bntrou| 
if they have been fecretly . haugb 
and imperious, if, in ſhort, ey have been tc 
ere and 2igid in"pafling their cenſures mal 
eiouſly on atiyof-their neighbours ; I ſhall d 
on them for my diſciples at the laſt day, v 
I hall come to Judge both cite quick undd tk 
dad; und al the and reward 
mall mae them for their pretended ſerv 
Mall be this; namely, 1 wilt declare to the 
ydu nav Uifobeyed my eommatids, and 1 
ther know yd, Rer approve of your: adion 
and be aſſured from me, you ſhall ag tp har 
place in the'Meſiab's kingdom. 1 | 


Oceuſional REH ET ons on the th 
iy Ptesedidg V x KSY's of the Te x7, 


A3 theſe three verſes the following parti 
lars ure 1 —_—— —_ le 
eus attention. 


In the ll . our bleſſed 10! wy, 1 
giver here afſures'us, that not every one, I Ou 
Ss, in other terms, no one perſon * * 

- r repeats thoſe 4 


the Brabrv of mos th ed 9³ 


lat is, makes Bis addreſſes” te me, and cache 
pon my name in a cold, lifeleſs and hypocri- 
inrical manner, hall be entitled to fab ation 3 

ut he and he only, who does the will of my 
ather, who is in heaven, with chearfulneſss 
rvency, and ſmcerity of heart. From this 
pen declaration, we may depend upon it, 
hat multitudes hal be abſolutely and finally 
owned by our blefſed Lord, and rejected an 
is ſervants, at that great day of account, 
hen he hall come to judge both the quick and 
he dead, who nominal ly called him their Lord 
d maſter,” and made a diſingenuous and de- 
eitful profefion of his moſt holy religion, 
yith no other view, than to promote theit own 
private intereſt and advantage; that multitudes 
ikewiſe who'' hd propbeſiad, : caſt out devils 
nd what is ſti more, had actually wrote di- 
ers moſt aſtoniſhing miracles im his name, 
| ould, at that great day above-mentioned; pe 

iſh as E of his divine wrath, become de- 
ls themſelves, as being yd in this - 
orld, and then and there no better than. 
vorkers * iniquitys or evil doers. * 


en 
„ 


Our 3 leſſon of inſtrus 55 is PT 
| that a bare external name an 
f arery entered of the 
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without the conſtant and ſteady practice of it, 
is no more than founding braſs, and a-tinkling 
cymbal ; or, in other terms, a very inſuffici. 
ent ground for us whereon to build our future 
hopes of heaven, and ſalvation in and thre 
the merits and mediation of a crucified Jeſus 
A proſeffion of faith, and a purpoſe of obedi ob. 
ence only, without a ready and chearful reſg I 
nation to the divine will, and an implicit fait f 

in Chriſt, will prove of no uſe to us on our ap 
pearance at his moſt awful tribunal, And laſtly 
from this declaration of our great e, we 
learn, that great talents, or gifts, gifts of of "* 
. ſuperior nature; nay, the gift of performing ugh 
miracles itſelf, are not to be relied on as ſuffi. Mit 
cient evidences for heaven and everlaſting feli 
city. Though ſuch gifts are like the gold which 
adorned the temple in the days of Solomon 
yet grace use is ae en itſelf which nor 


IMPROVEMENT. 


5 let us bow, and tremble before the 
Lord our God, who is of purer eyes than tc 
' behold iniquity with the leaſt approbation, anc 
who in no wiſe will clear the guilty. Let u 
earch, therefore, and try our hearts, and ſec 
that no * be found Turking te 


the; BAUR N of Hopinngs, 197 
Reſignation to the divine will with ſincerity and 


patience. wings peace and __ without ow 


; — ot Ak denes . everlaſti he 
dea . | 
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Let us not flatter 3 that the truly 
noble and illuſtrious name of chriſtians where- 
by we are. now called. will ftand us in the lea 
ſtead hereafter, if our lives and actions ſhew 
ve have na real regard or value for out profeſ- 
hon. We may de well aſſured, that, if we 
ill indulge ere and gratify every inor- 
linate unruly appetite and affection, the 
bigheſt degree o knowledge, even of things 
deitual, 1 avail us nothing, on the mak- 
ag up of our accounts. Nay farther, not- 
nithſtanding we ſhould boat that we had been 
nſtructors of others, had been guides to the 
gnorant, and eyes to the blind; * we preſum- 
to abuſe thoſe diſpenſations with which we 
:d been once favoured, all our light woyld 
rove perfect darkneſs, and all our gl 

dame: we ſhould, in reality, be enemies both 
Jod and the Lamb, and have paſſed the 
ofleſt affront that could poſſibly. be deviſed on 
r bleſſed Redeemer. The power of heaven 
hereof we had boaſted ſo much, would, at 
at day, be ready to cruſh v8, and the great 


. diligently ſearch and examine intò the mol 


a 8cction of our lives, how minute ſoever; it 


14 The Die fat ofen 4 | 


| Judge of the quick and the dead would pro- 
nounce that dreadful ſentence againſt us, 
e Depart from me, ye eurſed (hypocrites | 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for che deri 
_ and his angels.” 


Wies then by our moſt merciful and di 
vine inſtructor, let us be upon our guard, an 


ſecret thoughts of our hearts, and watch ever 


order, that a pure ſtream may flow fromaa pu 
fountain 425 us reflect within ourſelves wh: 
the hope of the hypocrite is, and what his en * 
will be; that ſo, by cleanſing our hearts, a 
| avoiding the very appearance of evil, we. ma 
adhere to the Jaw of our Lord, and _— 

the God of our falyation. | 


= af Ma 4%. 


Let us rele within nnch that wha | 
things here below ſhall paſs away like 


ſhadow, the righteous ſhall ftand ſure, th 
Feet ſhall never be moved; and let us /prepaſſ} for 
ourſelves for that reaſon, by an impartial a 6 4 
flrict examination, as well as by an unifo 
"obedience, to meet our bleſſed Lord and lawg lay 
in all his glory, that having teſtified: our pertc tha 
en to the _ will, we may receif Whi 
5 C bell - 


the Bravry of W Tr ö 10% 


eſore men and angels, that extatic ſentence; 


© Well done, good and faithful ſervants, ye 

have been faithful in a few things, I will 
make you rulers over many things, 1 aa [220 

F * * 
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he Txxrs, according to Se en 
HA P. VII. Ver. 24, 25, 26 and 271 
The Concluſion of Chriſt's Sermon: · 


24 Therefore whoſoever heareth theſe 
ſayings of mine, ard doeth them, 1 
will liken bim unto 'a wiſe man which | 
built his houſe wn e rock: 


25 And the rain deſcended, and . 
floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that houſe: and it fell not, 


for | it was founded upon a rock. 


8 *F 2 


26 And every one that Panne * x 
ſayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh® mart 

which built his houſe upon the land: 
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N , winds blew, and. bes 
upon that houſe 3 dere b N 
ke the fall of it. 


. to the four pre 
eding V EAS 8. 
44 WS W 4 


** 25 Je Whoſoever 3 to. me, an 
Roareth | my ſayings, and doeth' them, I wit 


eren e be iy like, —Luxz u. . 


He that putteth not out his money to uſury 
r taketh reward againſt the innocent, H 
en theſe things, tall never be movel 

; | PoAL. IV, 


: : $501 E noc 24 
For not the hearers of the hw are juſt be 

| fore God, but the doers of And an 

oe N. 137 nne 


19 H. ; 's " 44 17 een? 
(i & 2 Fi 
But by99dopry-f the wand, 15 not. hear 
only, ne your own ſelves.— rs i. 2 
e 75 169222 * 1287 e 
To ſuch as keep 8 * fo the 
eke wee ee 
bas! $03 cont log n, 10 
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—Whoſoever ſhall. de che will of my Far 
ther which is in heaven, the fame 3 is my bro- 


do 1 


her, „ and ſiſter 3 and mother Mexx. Xll, 


Are. rather bleſſed are they that hear the 
rd of God and keep it,—LuKs xi, 26. 


I ye know theſe things, Wy ae pat = 
 chen,—Joun il. 17. 
— 52 % G Jong 


0 % et cid TRY 
Bleſſed: are they that eee 
at they may have a right to the tree of lifey 
d may enter in en the gs nde 
9. —Rxr. xxii· 14 
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27 $0 ace the paths of ll that forget Gods 
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Little children, As man e you: 
that doeth righteouſneſs is 9 even 
he . eee OHN. iii. Fo engen wo 


Jos vii. 13˙ 
Pt 


bon, lp by Wen, than for von- 


VOL 


| profeſs my inſtitution, may very aptly be con 
ben the raim deſtends, tho? in an/impetuo fe 


-worent, or when the wind blows, tho' in 


_ the ſevereſt trials and vemptations that ſhall 
tend him Whil® in the land of the living, 2 


ES 


1 ile Pay Gil A 81 1th fou 


judgment. For as, an the one hand, the wil 


ſolid; thus the man who is firmly perſuaded 


8 i, f — | F. OAK; Os * ; * { 17 OE 
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| S then the principal aim of th 
chriſtian xeligion is to purify th 


minds, and form the actions of mankind, it ay 
eder te their everlaſting eſtabliſhment, al) or ls; 
as lend an attentive r tomy doctrine, au 


Ned tor builders, whoſe ſucceſs on miſcartiagi. 
entirely depends un their diſcretion, or want Mg 


builder erects his houſe upon a rock, whic 


mtinoft fury, refifts the violence of: both; 
cauſe the foundation of his ſtructure is mw? at 


Me truth of my wiſdom, and, with a-meck 
lowly frame of mind,” conforms. himſelf 
thoſe eternal. rules of righteouſneſs and uni 
feed piety, which I have preſcribed for 
practice, ſhall be ſufficiently proteRed und Pre 


On 
_death itſelf, ſhould that prove the conſequent de on 


Gall be nothing more than the r 1 
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the Brau of Hor tk gs of 


joce him into an meme 
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ſhall make only an outward profeſſion of my 
ume, and {hall not add to his belief of my 
niſſon, an implicit and faithfal obedienee to 
uy laws, may aptly be likened to a thought 
es and; igjutlicious builder, who erects his 
wuſe on a ſandy foundation, Which, being 


tous blaſt of wind, or ſhower of rain, and 
ls rn inſtantaneouſly over- 
hrowny and carried away \by the fury of the 
orm: and in like manner the mere 
rofeſſor, 'who pays no. internal regard to my 
line preeepts, {hall not only be expoſed in 
ie day of trial here, but ſhall be ſentenced to 
more ſevete puniſhmetit than the reſt of man 
ind, when he comes to ſtand in my 
creaſter, v0 * ee „ 3c 0 
{4 bat ; ifi 
Vecafional RE 1 b1 ros on the-four 
1 preceding Vrxszs ef the T *r. \ 
'- IG] IS 
P Our SUE Leg bete heaks of: two hobfes; 
end de one erected upon a rock ; the other on the 
in ud: 893 two houſes were dullt, to a 
d | | 17 outward | 


. | 


| red with; eaſe, gives way with ther firſt tem- 


55 
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outward appearance, with equal ſtrength and 
judgment, whilſt the ſun ſhone ſerene, and thi 
weather was fair, the moſt diſcerning eye coul 
not diſcover, but that the ſtructure on the ſan; 
. Was as firm and ſolid, and might poſſibly ſtan 
a long as that upon the rock; but when th 
rain fell, and the wind blew, the foundatio 
of the former gave way. Thus where is th 
formal profeſſor, the hypocritical phariſe 
with all his external ſhew and appearance on 
ok grace in a wet and windy day? his good 
outiide is, like the apples of Sodom, fair an 
| alluring to the eye, but when once touched 
evaporate inſtantaneouſly into duſt and ſmoke 
An hypocrite ſtands in grace no longer than 't 
he labours under ſome ſevere affliction; an 
accordingly our bleſſed Lord concludes this bil 
| moſt divine and inimitable ſermon with 
| ſimilitude. The wiſe builder is nc 
the frequent hearer only, but the faithful doe 
of the word, or in other terms, the obedie 
- chriſtian ; the houſe is heaven, and the ſu 
and certain hope of eternal life; the rock 
| Chriſt. The building upon the and i is reſti 
on the bare performance of outward duties 
the rains, the winds and floods are the vario 
— Kinds of trials and afflictions, the evils and pe 
tecutions that Galually, befal mankind, No 8 


See wes 


bd 
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ere are two leſſons of inſtruction to be 
rawn from the preceding remarks. The for- 
er is this, namely, that the obedient believer 
the only wiſe man who builds his hopes 
heaven on the moſt firm and folid baſis: 
d the latter, that ſuch profeſſors of chrifti- 
ity as reſt wholly on the outward perfor- 
ance of holy duties are fooliſh and injudicious 
ders; their foundation is weak and ſandy, 
d all their hopes of falvation are vain and 
oundleſs. In ſhort, a mere outward profeſ- 
on of the chriſtian religion, tho accompa- 
ed by the gift of prophecy, and even the 
rer of working the moſt aſtoniſhing miracles, 
ll prove of no ſervice to any one in his ac- 
unt at the great day, the day of retribution, 
thout that faithful and ſincere, that univerſal 
d implicit obedience to the laws of Chrift, 
ich the goſpel requires. 


IMPROVEMENT, 


ock let us hath inter, that the wile builder, 
the fooliſh one, muſt be our character, and 
r lot will be in proportion to it. We muſt 
a er rejoice in our work, or we and our work 
d Pb muſt periſh for ever. For God is a con- 
No ning fire to thoſe who are obſtinate and per- 
the B. | verſe 
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verſe, and turn a deaf ear to his divine pre-. 
cepts. Let us awake then to righteouſnels 
and ſm no more. The night is far ſpent, an 
the great, the important day draws on apace 
when every man's work ſhall be laid naked anc 
open to public view. Let us therefore, whill 
we have time, apply ourſelves cloſely and di 
ligently to the laws of our bleſſed Lord; let 
us make them our daily ſtudy and employment reat 
and treaſure them up in our hearts, that we 
may produce the fruits of godlineſs and rigbte Ian 
ouſneſs to life everlaſting. Let us reflect with 
in ourſelves, and put the queſtion ſincerely 
ſhall the oniy-begotten Son of God leave hi 
manſions of. bliſs, and come down upon eartii 
in order to inſtruct us in the way of ſalvation 
ſhall he give up his moſt precious life on, th Need 
accurſed tree, that our fins and iniquities ma 
be blotted out of his heavenly Father's remem 
brance, and that we may be received into hi 
favour ; and ſhall we be ſo monitrouſly foolilif 
ſo ſhamefully ungrateful, as to reje& ſuch 
profuſion of mercy ?. if we do, will not 
condemnation be perfectly juſt ? | 


« God ſo loved the world, that he gaiff Let | 
e his only-begotten, Son, that- whoſoever bFf ages 
85 lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but hay} let 


| : eve 


the BEAUTY of Horingss. Tit 
- cverlaſting life.” John iii. 16. And ſhall 
we (as far as in our power lies) diſappoint the 
very loving kindneſs, the favour and affection 
f ſo gracious and good a God! no ſurely: 
better, far better would it be for us that mill- 
ones were tied about our necks, and that we 
ere thrown into the midſt of the ſea, than 
hat we ſhould prove ſuch obſtinate and perverſe 
reatures, as to reduce ourſelves to ſuch a de- 
lorable ſtate and ten, that mercy itſelf 


innot ſave us. 


Let us ariſe then, and ſet in earneſt about 
he work that lies before us. We have both 
od and the Lamb to ſupport us, and the ever-- 
leſſed ſpirit to aid and aſſiſt us; our luſts are 
ur chief enemies, and our paſſions our princi- 
i| foes. | The conqueſt is ours, if we will 
ut look down with an eye of contempt on 
| the fleeting and tranſitory enjoyments of 
is life, and look forwards with ſtedfaſtneſs 
the rewards that are promiſed us in that 
much is to come. 5 


trot c1 98 


8 
oo 4 * 


Let us lay our foundation then on the roc 
ages; a ſure hold for all ſuch as build upon 


; let us be ſuperior to all the allurements of 
L 2 ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, and the terrors of this tranſitory life; 
and let the divine precepts which our bleſſed 
Lord hath preſcribed be the ſtandard rule of al 
dur thoughts, words and actions, that whe 
we have finiſhed our courſe in this life, wi 
may be made everlaſtingly happy in that whic 
1 2 come, through the ſame jeſus Chriſt ou 


PA 


18 


A 
ayir 
. | A 
"The Tzxrs, according to St. MaTTarwiſh þ 
CHAP. VII Ver, 28. and 2g 7 
IKE 
Chriſt Sermon meets with univerſal Ac 


miration. 


es And it came to paſs, when Jefus ha 


ended theſe ſayings, the people we 
| aſtoniſhed at his doctrine. 


; a For he taught them as one avi 
TORO and not as the ſcribes. 


" pax A1. 


A 


the ir of Hol IN ESS. 113 
e; F £ | ; f 3 ; | + Y . | N ” 5 ä — a 
PARALLEL Texrs to che two pre- 


ceding VERSE S. 


8 And they were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine. 
MARK i. 2.26 


And. many wks him were aſtoniſhed, 
zying, from whence hath this man theſe things? 
MARK vi. 2. 


And they were aſtoniſhed at his doQrine : : 
or his word Was with power. —LUKE iv. 37. 


—The officers anſwered, never man ſpake 
ke this man.— Jonx vii. 46. 


20 Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and 
duke with all authority.— I 1. 1. 8. 0 


For he taught them as one that 123 au- 
ority, and not as the ſcribes. —MARK i. 22, 


n bs | af 
familiar PARAPHRASE on the twa 
122 VIX SES of the Tz xx. 


UR bleſſed Lord bing kniſhed this 

important body of his laws, this ſum 
1% ſubſtance of the old and new” teſtament; 
numerous auditors ſtood aſtoniſned at the 
(= RM excel 
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excellency of his doctrine, which touched | 
their very hearts and conſciences ſo home,Mhis | 
that they cryed out; never man ſpake like thi 
man. 

29 For he delivered this long and moſt ele 
gant oration with the utmoſt ſedateneſs, wit! 
reſiſtleſs power and authority, as one who han 
received his miſſion immediately from heaven 
whereas the diſcourſes which the Jews wer: 
accuſtomed to hear from the “ ſcribes an 

'  othex doctors belonging to their communionWray: 
were for the moſt part compoſed on trivial 
_ frivolous and impertinent topicks, principall 
grounded on the authority of their rabbies 

and on no better or more ſolid foundation th 
their uncertain traditions. 


Occaſional REFLECTIONS ON the tu oth 
preceding VERSES of the TEXT. Nude. 


In theſe laſt verſes, there are two articles 
 well-worthy of our readers obſervation; name!) 
NE of lk 15 1 


® The {cribes, and doRors of the lav 
the ſcripture-phraſe, mean the ſame thing ; 
he that in Matt; xxii. 35. is called a d 
the law, or a lawyer, is named in Mark . 
A. . or one of the ſcribes. And as the ao 


nnn ee 610k 
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be manner in which our bleſſed Lord delivered 
his divine inſtructions, ne the A ue. 
eſs that unde them. 


He did not ns them with ſuch 
liſcourſe, as they were accuſtomed to hear. 
om their ſcribes and other preachers, | in 
heir places of divine worſhip; but he taught 
d inſtructed them with authority; that is to 
7, the ſubject matter of his harangues was 
rave and ſerious, pious and fervent, plain and 
uitable to the capacity of his hearers, and 
f the laſt importance to all true believers. 
ith what conciſeneſs without obſcurity !_ 
nth what ſedateneſs, without the leaſt degree 
f affeQation ! with what . yok 


\ phariſaical traditions, and in the uſe den us 
nade of them for the explication of the ſcriptures, 
reateſt number of the doctors of the law, or 
f * ſeribes were phariſees; and for that reaſon 
e find them for the generality joined together in 
Ne goſpels. E. ch of them valued themſelves 4 
deir knowledge and ſtudy of the law, and their 
xpoſition of it in their ſynagogues on the ſab- 
ath-day. And theſe were the hypocrites, the 
ſe teachers, againſt whom our blefſed Saviour 
onouced, in an . manner, bis ſevereſt 


bes. 


1 
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what propriety and grace, without pomp an 
ſtudied flouriſhes, were our Lord's diſcourſcs 
delivered ! the majeſty which he diſcovered i 
all his ſermons, but in this more particularly 
on which we have ventured to make our occ: 
ſional reflections, evidently demonſtrated th: 
he was' a teacher ſent from God, and inveſtel 
with his divine authority. | 


key the. onfanmnce ot his N een 
preaching was this; namely, that the va 
multitude that followed him ſtood aſtoniſhed a 
his doctrine, and were ſo affected with th po 
words that flowed from his mouth, that the ere 
looked upon him, not as one of their ſcrib: 
or uſual teachers, but as an extraordinar 


| prophet. I Pp 


And ſuch was the influence a power of 
our bleſſed Saviour's doctrine on the minds d be 
his hearers, that, as it was accompanied wit! 
the energy of his holy ſpirit, it not only mad noſe 
them ſtand aſtoniſhed, but become immediat{ bec 
converts, and by, conſequence renounce thi 
articles of their former faith. ,  _ ls cel 


IMPROVEMENT. 


A we have been fo highly favoured as t 
be admitted to a full and impartial view of thi 
gloriou 


the BAU v of Hou 268. 117 


glorious, this perfect body of divine laws, 
which is every way adapted to our frame; the 
ſole tendency whereof is to ennoble the mind, 
to make the heart good, to purify the imagi- 
nation, aud to make the very paſſions ſubſer- 
jent to righteouſneſs and holineſs; laws wor- 
by of being exhibited by ſo great a Lord and 
aſter, ſuch an all-wiſe . as the only- 
gotten Son of God; ſince, I ſay, we have 
deen ſo highly favoured with a complete body 
f his inſtitutions; let us ſeriouſly reflet 
thin ourſelves, not only on the weight and 
mportance of them; but on the neceffity 
here is of vir pundhial and poſitive Wr 
all his commandments. 


Let us then with the moſt ſanguine reſolu- 
jon embrace this only true Meffiah, this hea- 
enly ambaſſador, who ſpake as never any man 
id before him. Let us ſubmit ourſelyes en- 
rely to the directions of this divine legiſlator, 
hoſe precepts will qualify us, thro' his merits, 
become the children'of his heavenly F ather, 
d prepare us for our future admiſſion into 
is celeftial manſions. 


This i is that glorious Frey who, ** the 

dation of his own moſt precious blood, has 

as t ened a way into the true Holy of Holies * 
* 


zou 
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_ — - 


all the offending race of men; and who ha 
aſſured us, by his own reſurrection and aſcen 
fion into the heavens, that we ſhall be admit 
ted i into thoſe regions of everlaſting bliſs, on th 
bare conditions of our faith and repentance 
and patience and perſeverence in well-doin 
to the end of our lives. 


As this great, this glorious Lord and l I 
giver is, in ſhort, no leſs a perſon than th 
Prince of peace, the Saviour of mankind, an 
for whoſe ſake alone God Almighty will ſhei 
mercy. to a ſinful world; let us fully deter 
mine to liſten to, and be guided by his mo 


heavenly inſtructions; let us always be read 


VR. 


to hear him: ( For worthy is the Lamb, wig} 8 
« was ſlain, to receive power and riches, an 

2 wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, an 
cc glory, and blefling ; therefore. with eve dy 
« creature in heaven and earth, and und R 


& the earth,” let us join, and by a conſta 
and uniform obedience, let us loudly proclai 
te bleſüng, and honour, and glory, and powe 
© to our God who ſitteth upon the throne 

& and unto the Lamb for ever and ever 4, 


Kev, v. 12, 13. Amen and Amen 
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PRECEDING UNDERTAKING. 


_ \ 


« pig Few” Tho" : *r * 


8 e r. I. 


The Contents. 8 

ver Annunciation of the bleſſed Virgin Mary. — 
ſus the Son of God becomes INCArnate, 
born at Bethlehem in a flable, and laid in 4 
anger yn Þs circumciſed, in compliance with 


! 
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the Moſaic inflitution,— 1s viſited by t H 
Magi, or wiſe men of the eaſt, —— And um L 
ſhipped by them as king of the Fes. Hera w 
cruelty thereupon, and the maſſacre of the inn 

centi.—Jeſcpb's bt er, ght in the mght-time will M 

Jeſus and his mother into Egypt,. Retum is ſa 
= them to Nazareth, after the death off bi: 
Errod. Jeſus lives with his parents in id u 
fate of obſcurity till he is thirty years 9 age, 75 
tho 

A? that time, when Herod reigned i in Jude bri. 
and Cæſar Auguſtus was emperor of Romi [ef 
there dwelt at Nazareth, an inconfiderabii} 
City of Galilee, in the Holy Land, a virgin Th, 
whoſe name was Mary, the ornament of h cei 
ſex, and the ſhining example of unaffect Mabrie 
piety, and ſanctity of manners; one, u hol 
notwithſtanding ſhe was efpouſed to Joſepſ high 
a juſt and upright man, of her own famii ate 
that is to ſay, of the tribe of Judah, and ti di 
houſe of David, had no. knowledge of him, ing, 
ever, till a long time after the ſolemnizatiqſ he i; 
of their nuptials. | 
6: | it tl 

God Almighty ſent his angel Gabriel do Mich i: 
from heaven to viſit her and reveal the ſec Goc 
purpoſe of his divine will; who, at his fate; 
e, addreſſed himſelf thus unto bare; 


« H: 


x L. 


221 
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Aa! thou that art highly tbe; the 

WM Lord is with thee 3 | bleſſed art thou among 

0d Yee. ; ; . 05 

and 

wit Mary, wth the ſaw that was I übt 

ns faying, and caſt in her mind the manner 
{ his ſalutation: whereupon, Gabriel farther 
id unto her; “ Fear, not, Mary ; for tho 
haſt found IMG with God: 25 behold 
thou ſhalt" conceive in thy womb, an 
bring forth a ions and ſhalt call his name 
Jeſus,” 7 44%. 


Then Mary len; 40 197 1 ſhall as he 
ſeeing , 1 Low not a man? But when. 
abfiel told I her, that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould come upon her, and the wer of the 
higheſt ſhould overſhadow her;“ with _ 
ate modeſty, and a: chearful ſubmiſſion "to 
divine goodneſs, ſhe bowed her head, 
ng, 60 Behold the hand- maid of the Lord l 
be it unto me according to thy; ee 0 * 


\t that 6 the Son of God, _ word 
do ich in the beginning was with God, and 
ſeciſ God, co-equal with his Father became in · 
is pate; that is to ſay, aſſumed the human 


heſue ; and go like unto man, fin only: ex | 
Haze. 


' Coaſts thereof, from two years old and unde 
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Joſeph and Mary were obliged. to go t 
Bethlehem, a city of Judea, and to take uy 
their lodging in a 4 fable, there being no roon 
for them in the inn, where they purpoſed t 
refreſh themſelyes, and there the child . 
born. i Fe 


At the cloſe of the eighth a he was ci 
cumciſed, and, purſuant to Gabriel's dire 
don, named Jeſus, that is to ſay, the ſaviou 


Not long afterwards there came ſever 
magi, or wiſe-men from the caſt to Jeruſalet 
pleptifully provided with rich 2 ly 
myrrh, and frankincenſe, ſaying z. ** 

« is he; that is born king of the Jews; f 
« we have ſeen his ſtar, and are come 
os n 8 | 


was troubled, and pr 157 with | we 
whereupon he ſent forth, and flew al F- 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in alli 


| Joſeph, however, fled with the child Jcl 
„and his mother Mary by night, into Egy 
_ and 18 8 there il the death of Hero 


We Bravry of Horx 56. nf 


Afterwards they returned to Nazareth: 
where Jeſus lived in à ſtate of obſcurity, tilt 
Wh: wis about thirty years of age, and was 
ect to his mother Mary, and Joſeph his 
ttputed father, who followed the trade or Pro 
fon vf u e 


Ser. II. 

The Contents, 

St, Fob the Baptift.—Hit manner of life, — 
Hit deftrine. called the Bapti "7 
thought to be the Meffiah bur declares him- 
felf anly his fore-runner,— Baptizes Jeſus, and 


end Jeviewr of the wirld-- 


HIRTY years after the nacfiley of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, there aroſe a great 


rieſt, and of Elizabeth, a near relation of the 
| lefſed virgin Mary. 


nd led a more abſtemious life than any of the 
tient prophets. He preached there the 
aptiſm of repentance z the kingdom of hea- 
n being, as he ſaid, near at hand, He bap- 
M2 tiaed 


openly achnowledger bim to be the true Ks 


W'ophet called John, the ſon of Zacharias the 


This great prophet dwelt in the wilderneſs,. 


— 


W - to ſay, a meſtenger ſent before his ſace to pr 
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tied i in the river Jordan all ſuch; as followed 
| 95 and adhered to his doctrine; that is tc 
* 


„ he plunged them into the waters thereo 
the remiſſion of their ſins, in like manne 
_ as the Jews of old were waſhed for their put 
fication, according to the law; „ from whenc 
* Was called the Baptiſt. ( 


The Jews would fain have acknowledge 
him to be the Meſſiah z but he openly and in 
genuouſly declared to — that he was not 
und that he was only his fore- runner that | 


pere the way for him, according 10 the profifc * 
dictions of the. antient Prophets, * bere 


Jeſus ſuffered himſelf to be baptized by thi 
John in the river Jordan; by which act « 
humility and condeſcenſion be conſerred a 
A perpatucal virtue on e Mannen. | 


Soon after St. John ſeeing Jeſus comir 
towards him, teſtified to ok. about hi 
that he ſaw the Holy Ghoſt deſcending, as 
dave, upon the bleſſed Jeſus ; and in an hol 

raptuxe cried out; ( Behold che lamb was Gc 
1 r ee 1 al of, W . 


83 * 


He 
ime 

alled 
„ 
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Afte 
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8 er- III. 
Dh Content. 
722 fa ſletb forty days and forty ber | 
tempted of the devil. —Goes afterwards to Genne- 

fareth,—Preaches there with great ſucceſs, — His 
diſciples grow numerous, Ile ſelects twelve out 
of them to be his apofiles. —T heir e names 
in their proper: arc 


F TER nee was Mn, he was led 
up of the ſpirit into the wilderneſs, where 

e faſted forty days and forty nights; and 

tere ſuffered himſelf to be EN to the vari- 

Ms temptations of the devil. | 
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He e to Galileg, and dwelt for fms | 
ime near the lake of Genneſareth- There he WM 
lled four fiſhermen unto him; that is to Wi 
wy, Andrew and Simon his e and \{ 
ames -and John the ſons of e and 


dered them to follow him. 


Ae he called ſeveral others, parti- 
larly Matthew, a publican, and a collector”? 


the cultoms. | | 


, ? * 
1 
9 TH [1 
. g 4 
M Fir Ago? 13 
3 , 18 
— 1 1 
a g 
1 
| © 1908 
4 


all, without Thr reluctance, and followed 


ndracng his doctrine. 


Thomas and Matthew, the publican; Jame 
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As ſoon as they heard bis voice, they lef 


Aim. 7 


_ His diſciples fo on grew numerous, ns mul 
were ambitious of attonding Wo, anc 


2 


"> bs ſelected twblvs from amongſt che num 
ber of his diſciples, whom he called hi 


apoſtles, or* m $; becauſe he gay 'E 
them commiſſion to travel into diſtant count 1: 
e and Propagate his goſpel. es 


Tho e e thetwelve apoſtles . „ a 
e; who is called Peter, and Andrew, bbs, 
brother; James, the ſon of Zebedee, an 
John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew 


the ſon of Alpheus, and Lebbeus, whoſe 1 


name was Thaddeus; Simon, the Canaanite 
. and Judas Iſcariot, Who betrayed him. 


| 8.x In 


* 
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Fenn 
Feſus in the roſecution- of his miniſtry, -openty. * 
declarts:: bianfelf to be the anly true Meſſiah 
nM Demen/trates,.. that he is the ſon Gad, by bis 
working iof nuniberleſi miracles. lis charamer. 
— His perfect ſorm ee the fhert, =” 
the fe be 1 . FT U 


43 * 
* 


E SUS went througltulliths.eities anit-viks 
** round about Jeruſalem, N 
by "that he nine — 

„and ſo ardently wiſhed for by the patri- 
* and foretold by the -prophets.; that hae 
ame down from heaven tobe the ſaviour of 
e whole world, and that the time was come, 
herein mankind in general ſhould be called 
d the knowledge of the uαue God; aſſuring 
em, that ſuch as believed in him, and trulß 
pented, ſhould receive the full remiſſion of 
ir ſing here, and be made e ever. 
ting happineſs hereafter. 


ln order to demonſtrate the truth of what 
e had aſſerted, and to convince them, that 


really was the fon of God, he wrought an 
| inhoite- 
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infinite number of miracles: by his word 
alone, all manner of. diſeaſes were cured: he 
made the blind to ſee, . the deaf to hear, the 
dumb to ſpeak, and reſtored thoſe who wer 
poſſeſſed with-devils, He fed, in à very mir; 
eulous manner, above five thouſand in th 
wilderneſs, with only five loaves and tw; 
ſmall fiſhes ; and after they had eaten and wer 
filled,. there were taken up twelve baſkets 
the fragments, He reſtored to life the daughtc 
of Jairus ; and raiſed Lazarus from the grave 
after he had been buried-four days. 


In this manner, and in the conſtant practi 
of the moſt ſhining. virtues, did the bleſſed Jeſ 
employ his whole liſe. He was meek an 
lowly, affable and courteous, and endured wi 
' patience the ſtings of penury, and the inſo 
| lence of che vulgar. He ſhewed the tendere 
affection for all ſuch as were deſirous of bein 
converted, and was deeply concerned for 
obſtinate and impenitent ſmners. In all b 
actions, he aimed at nothing but the glory « 
his Father, and ſpent whole nights in · acts < 
private devotion. 


e drew up, ſor the peculiar ſervice of þ 
difviples, the following ſhort, yet perfect fo 


prayer, commonly called, 1 


the. BRAU TT of Hotingss: 129% 
-- {4.4.44 he Lords pagers. aut ts 
Our father which art in heaven, hallowed. 
e thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
ill be done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
bis day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
bts, as we alſo forgive our debtors. And 
ad us not Into temptation, but deliver us from 
vil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
Ithe glory, for ever. Amen. 
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ſus 15 univerſally followed by both Fetus and Gen- 
ttles, —Ii oppoſed and dete/ted by the ſcribes and 
pbariſees.— Their reſpective charafters.—ls 

equally hated by the Fewiſh prigs and rulers, 
and fer chat regſons.— Is rejected by the unbe- 
leving Fes, and why, His dactrines give diſ- 

guſt, and why.——1s loaded with opprobrious lan- 
guage,—ls fold at laſt by Judas Iſcariot for a 


trivial ſum, 


All the world ſtood aſtoniſhed at the bleſſed | 
{us ; he drew a numberleſs train of auditors MM 
: | after... 


is * 


. more ſtrict obſervance of the law than 
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#fter him, even into the wilderneſs : not on 
the Jews, but the gentiles alſb flocked abou 
him, to ſee him, and hear his doQtrine. 


Tue feribes and pharifees were fall of re 
ſentment, and highly diſguſted at the liberty 
took to laſh in public theit- moſt enormot 


Tus ferlbet were the Jewiſh deter, vba L. 
ignorance and impoſtures he ſet forth in i * 
moſt glaring light, 


The phariſees were fuch as pretended to ff": 


ether ſect ; but the greater part of them we 
vile-hypoerites, haughty and avaricious mei 
who impoſed upon the credulity of the vulg 
by an external ſhew and colour of religion. 


The prieſts and rulers, or governors oft 
Jews, were equally offended. and angry wi 
Jeſus, becauſe he foretold, that not on 
Jeruſalem, but the temple too ſhould ſoon 
AA | 


In ſhort, the carnal Jews would not be 00 
vinced that he was the Meſſiah, becauſe he 
deer, meek and. lowly... 
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His doctrines gave diſtaſte, becauſo * 
| jacked th contempe of riches, pleaſures, and 
il other alluring enjoyments of this tranſi 
3.and frankly aſſured. them,. hat they mutt 
up his crofs, vr an wn = 
1d glory of this world, _—_— ne, Ss 


they would be his diſciples, 


The enemies of our bleſſed Lord inceſſantly 
paded him with the maſt e 
alt dirt and ſtones at him.; and, in ſhort, de- 
mined, at All * to put him to 
at. 


Aby Pe revailed on Talk Ikatiot, 
e of his diſciples, to betray him, and deliver 
m up to them, upon their payment. of thire 
pieces of ſilver, amounting to the ſum x 
due of three pounds fifteen illings only; .ve 
ereaboutss | 
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 Widddraws with them to the mot Open- our 
«His in a there. S\. tree uen 
» cherous treatment e him.. ſrxadandcrr bis | 


ien Caiphar the high prigft:=<i5by bn, er 
_ 6 falſe eviddente; dto pn der 
his diſciples. — Fudat's repentance, —The ma 
* 'Terrived, returned, and hotu emplizel.—7iſi 
i carried before Pontius Pilate, —[s ſcolrged 
tho” thought ©; e a Lack then 


KLE . 


xr was at the al ar he PTL when « 
the enemies of the bleſſed Jeſus were relogphcre 
lutehy bent upon putting him to death. | 


On thurſday, in the evening, he ate his laffſſin ay 
ſupper with his diſciples; whilſt they were : 
table, he took bread, and bleſſed it, and brał Heath. 
it, and gave it to them, ſaying ; ** Take, eat 
& this is my body which is gen for you.” 


After that, he took the cup; and when H atio 
had ro. thanks, he gave it to them, ſaying 
£6 Pri 
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« Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of 
the New Teſtament which is ſhed for many, 


0 nne of me.“ 0 r 


Aken vent out with * Achs 
mount of Olives in à garden, where be fre- 
wently retired to pray; there he implored 
tis heavenly Father, that, if poſſible, the 
itter cup might paſs from him; nevertheleſs, 
id he, with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion ; << Nat 
my will, but thine. be done.“ 1 


In the ett Guns ann Wie 040 
im a rude multitude, armed with ſwords and 
wes; who, as foorr. as he ſaw Jeſus, drew 
ear to him, and kiſſed him; that being the 
n or token, which he had given os 
ſhereby they ſhould know bim. : 


Accordingly they ſeized on him, 40d f lea | 
im away to Caiaphas, the High-prieſt, who, 
pon falie evidence, er e jt ; 
eath upon him. ** 


All n and 
ter himſelf, notwithſtanding his ſanguine pro- 
tation, denied him thrice, as Chriſt had ſoretold 
would. Judas, * when he ſaw that 


V ak . Jeſus 


« for the remiſſion Wan an re- 
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Jeſus was condemned, repented himſelf, and 
brought back the thirty pieces of ſilver to the 
chief prieſts and elders, who were aſſembled 
together in the temple, ſaying; „I have 
„ ſinned in that I have betrayed the innocen 7-/ 
blood.“ And they ſaid ;—*<< What is tha / 
0 amn e t 


6. 


9 2 caſt town che pieces 157 
Liver before Ty ILL and went an 
banged himſelf. 


The chief wack th thereupon, conſider 
5 that it: was not lawful to put the money int 
the treaſury, purchaſed therewith the potte 
olds called afterwards the field of blood. 


From Caiaphas they carried him befo 
"Pontius Pilate, who was governor of Jude 
by the ſpecial order and appointment of t 

Romans. 


Pilate, being benin to himſelf that Je 
Was perfectly innocent, uſed his utmoſt « 
deavours to acquit him. | 


© Jeſus, notwithſtanding, was ſcourged 
his preſence, and afterwards crowned 

_ thorns by the ſoldiers, in the way of arri 
0 W he had * himſelf King of the Je 
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be SECT. VII. 
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Jeſus is conducted to a place called G olootha,—— 
Is crucified there between two mala ctor.·— 


the marvellous occurrences. that attended his 
execution. ——The invaluable advantages ari- 


fi ing Jrom that real ſacrifice. | 


ILAT "We in ſhort, adams Te cho 
with the utmoſt reluctance, and ordered 
him to be conducted, with his croſs on his 
houlders, to a place, called Golgotha, that 1 
js to ſay, the place of a ſcull; where the bleſſed MM 
Jeſus was crucified between two malefatorss 


To ſuffer on the 2 was looked upon, at 
that time, as the moſt ignominious death 3 
none but ſlaves, thieves, and the moſt noto- 


nous delinquents being ſo ſhamefully expoſed. 


The patient Jeſus bung thereupon till all 
the prophecies concerning his death were 
fulfilled. » 


At his death, the ſun was darkened, the 
iſnearth ſhook, and the vail of the temple was 
Je ent in twain from the top to the bottom. 
20 N 2 „„ 


ed 
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' *T'was on a friday, the day. of the paſſover, 
when the Lamb was ſlain, which was a type, 
or e of Jeſus Chriſt. | 


ul 


TN dean was cho" rink, Gee 
whereof all the others n emblem: | 
1 

ark nen 


His death was a full and plenary farisfa8in c 
to divine juftice for the ſins of the who, 
world. The innocent Jeſus paid dow} ” 
n ranfom for the puilty ; he redeemed us II 
his blood from "the flavery of. the devil, an} 


| = death wy ay 2 free eve all n 


i 5 
4 * ; 4 E 'if oe 
3 + * : F 4 @ 
t Aa 
! 
* 14 \ 
ty "S * 
. 3 43 * 
9 
44 
2 
nr”? %*4 7 + CG © 
' * * 
ey; 7 1 
: 3 
KA 7 # , 
7 
A 


the Bzxavrty „ 2 


% f, Jr, 

Jeſus is Jy! and laid in a » Hal 
Riſes the third day after his 1 <a 
The guards thunderſtruct at it. The apoſtles 
themſelves dubious in regard to his reſurrection. 
Appears to them at times for ' forty days ſuc- 
ceſſevely, and infirufis them. Gives them Wal 
extrarrdinary powers. -And then, aſe ends 1 


into beaver. 


ES US being dead, his body was embalm- 
ed, and laid in a ſepuichre, over which 
is enemies, took particular care to ſet a ſtrong 
atch, recollecting, that he had confidently 
ſerted, that he ſhould riſe again. 4 


a 


Accordingly, on the third day, which was 


dunday, Jeſus aroſe triumphant from the graves» 
vhilſt the guards, thunderſtruck, fell on their 
aces, like dead men. 


C1 
It was with the utmoſt difficulty that the 
poſtles themſelves were prevailed on to ac- 
nowledge his reſurrection. They ſuſpended 
heir belief thereof, *till they had ſeen him 
vith their eyes, touched him with their hands, 
d had familiar converſe with him, | 
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-He appeared to them divers times within 
the ſpace of forty days, enlightened their 
underſtandings, and gave them commiſſion to 
go forth,' and preach the goſpel to all nations, 
and baptize them in the name of. the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. He likewiſe gave the 
Power to. remit ſins, 199d iowa to be wit! 
nne end of the world. 


After that he aſcended into Soak before 
Weir eyes, and now fits at the right hand o 
God the Father Almighty, infinitely above 2 
created beings; yet will never ceaſe, throug 
His merits, to intercede with God for us, anc 
to aid and aſſiſt his church, *till he ſhall d 
ſcend from heaven, in all his glory, to judg 
both the quick and the dead at the laſt day. 
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atural Concluſi on * whe Liſs EY the 
DIVINE ORATOR.. 


Marr. xi. 2g: Learn of me, 


ſhe Wheels verſe. nam dh, „ Babe my ' as 
66 . yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I © Wl 
« am meek and lowly in heart, and ”*e Wt 
00 iy es e gg e emp" 
HESE wards are, 3 
manner, the declaration and expreſs - 
mmand-” of the Son of God. For Obriſt 
e only infallible teacher of all truth, hete- 
calls us to the imitation of himſelf, to 

form our wills to his, to tread in his ſteps; 
dt only to do what he commands, but alſo 
do What he has done before us, to make 
—— CE : 


5 diſciples muſt imitate. Did he obey the wi 


| hath laid upon us, he himſelf did firſt bear; i}, 


not ſo much his diſciples, as fellow- 
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formances, by faithfully following him, 2 
drawing the tranſcript of his life into the dai 
courſe of our own; ſo that, whether he teach 
eth us, either by his precepts, or by his more pre 
vailing example, we are obliged to learn of hig. 
and to copy after his pattern. But fince we a 
naturally inclined, more to follow the ex: 
ples of ſinful men, than the commands 
God, our bleſſed Lord therefore, to encourag 
us in our work, to make our duty become mo 
eaſy, bids us learn of him. And what he o 
maſter has done before us, we his profeſif 


of his father in all things ? then we as far 
we are able muſt do ſo too. Was the law 
truth in his mouth ? then ſhould our lips pre 
ſerve equity and juſtice. Beſides, Chriſt do 
not call upon us here, for the imitation of hin... 
ſelf only, that hereby we may have him f 
dur guide, but he commands us alſo to lean; 

from him the doing of our duty, that there, 
we may underſtand, that we do no more, tb 
what he has done before us, that what yoke | 


that we may ſay with ourſelves, that we 2 + of 


eee eee ee 
| he my” firſt done our duty, does thereby d 


ſervec 
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ervedly recommend it to us. We are com- 
nanded to be merciful, as ouk heavenly Father 
merciful. Our ſaviour propoſes God's mercy 
0 us both as a pattern directing, and as an ar- 
zument inducing us to mercy,” implying alſo, 
at our being merciful is a ſign we are tage 
hildren of God, the true genuine offspring of ü 
he all- good, all- merciful Father. And ſure- 
God cannot but love and cheriſh thoſe, 
ho are the trueſt images of himſelf. No 
dect can be fo pleaſing to God, as to ſee us 
n our practiſes, ſo nearly reſemble himſelf 
nd his Son, endeavouring all we can, to aſſiſt 
d do good to one another. Thus fulfilling 

he apoſtle's injunction, being followers. of 
Pod as dear children, and walking in love, 
en as Chriſt alſo loved us. We cannot 
aſonably complain, that our burden is too 
ay, or our task too hard, ſince God has 
ud the ſame weight of duty on his own Son, 
meme 
by: 
Let us chenfore chearfully look up to him, 
ho for our conduct is gone before us, and 
our encouragement to follow him, ſaith 
oe) Wann ee en 
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"taking our flaſb 
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In diſcourſt ing further on theſe words I wt 


firſt lay down ſome reaſons why we are to lear 
of Chriſt, 


Secondly [ wil endeavour to ſhew what t 
Tefſon i Is which we muſt A of him. 


One reaſon why we are to learn of Chrif 
. 1 becauſe he was a prophet ſent from Go 
and thereby undertook to teach us, and reve 
unto us the way of everlaſting life. God ul 
in times paſt ſpoke unto his people, by the mouth: 
'tbe prophets and patriarchs, has in theſe" laſt dt 
ſpoken unto us by bis ſon, who in the fulneſs of ti 
| wpon him, became a proph 
"himſelf, and a publiſher of his Father's wil! WM 
mankind. ' He, whom the prophet 1ſaiah cal. 
Wenderful, Counſellor, being after a moſt e 
cellent manner ſanctified by the holy Spir 
was thereby ſo well furniſhed with all g 
neceſlary, for inſtructing the world, that ws 
exceeded all who went before him. He ws " 
law-giver than Moſes, a wiſer m 
than Solomon, a more divine preacher ti 
John the Baptiſt ; it being undoubtedly tn 
what the officers anſwered the chief pri! 5 
ben they demanded of them, why they if © ® 
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ot brought Chriſt before them. Never man 
ad they, ſpake like this man. We muſt there- 
ore learn of Chriſt, and be taught by him, as 
e being the prophet of the Lord, hath revealed 
is goſpel to the world, and declared.unto us 
e will of God, concerning the ſalvation of 
nankind. The prophet Iſaiah thus expreſſes 
imſelf concerning Chriſt. The ſpirit of 
* the: Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath 
* anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
' meek. He hath ſent me to bind up the 
* broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
* captives, and the opening the priſon to 
them that are bound.“ That is to ſay, it 

vas our Saviour's appointed office, as a pro- 
het, to ſhew the penitent part of mankind, 
he way to obtain the pardon and remiſſion of 
ll their ſuis, and that they ſhould; learn of 
im how to be delivered from the llavery of fC 
hat puniſhment which was due to them. 
hat he was ſuch a teacher as made the people 
leſirous of hearing his doctrine, St. Luke tells us, 


Il 


iat for this purpoſe, © The eyes of all that 

vas 

vere in the ſynagogue were faſtened on 
1 him, that all did bear witneſs, and won- 


dered at the gracious words which proceeded 
* out of his mouth.” Thus Chriſt, by vir- 
ue of his prophetick office, calls ane 

| | arn 


8 learn of him, thereby aſſuring us, as he did 


, 
n 
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St. Thomas, that he is the way, the truth, an 
mes Fe ee eee to the on 


fo 
e Sage 


we muſt alſo learn of Chrif, bd he i 
an eternal high prieſt of the Lord. And b 
virtue of this office, he has made ſatisfactio 
for us, and interpoſed between an angry'Goc 
and a ſtubborn generation of men. If there 
fore, God commanded his people of old to g 
to the Levitical prieſt, and ordained, that t 
prieſt's lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, an: 

that the people ſhould ſeek the law at ih v 
mouth; then certainly we ought much mogWnc 
to be diligent, and ready to learn from 
Son, that unchangeable and everlaſting hW 
prieſt, who by virtue of his prieſtly office, Wir; 
our. reconciliation, was offered up a ſacrif earn 
to his Father, and accepted by him on our dWirty 
| half, whereby he entered into heaven, afin 
appeared ih the preſence of God ſor us; 
that we are all of us indiſpenſably engaged 
learn of Chriſt, as he is. an everlaſting hi 
Prieſt, and interceſſor; that by his pleading i 
us, we may be — wa: learn to ple 
for ourſelves ; and by his example make « 
* to the Father, or, 
le 
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df eaſt be infruQted to make our addreſſes unto 
14 Chriſt, and offer up ourſelves unto him, as he, 
or us, offered up himſelf unto the Father. 
7 Fug d oy: in lo un os os $ $33 2 HM + 
We mul alſo learn of Chitiſt, and be taught 
by him, as he is our ſpirituul king?” For the'; 
i he fald ef himſelf,” his kingdom is not of 
this world yet | „ this his kingly' 
uthority is exerciſed within us, whereby he 
er ules in our hearts, and does effectuall. y move 
ery: ſincere chriſtian to tlie Perdert bee dt 
is , duty. By his ſpiritual government, he 
5 preſeribed laws to his church, according 
tr o which we muſt believe, live, and beſaved:' 
hereby he gives ſuch aſſiſtance and power 
o his people, that he grants them, according to 
cher of bis gry, to” bs firengthintd by*bis 
irit in the inward man.” 80 that, we muſt 
arn of "Chriſt; and be be taught by bim, by | 
rue of nis Eingly office, Whereby, as the 
vincible/ head of his own church, he ga- 
bers his people unté himſelf; and power- 
ly preſerves them in 8. ray of life, a0 
ding to St; Paul; in tlie flowing words, 
Our goſpel came not unto you in word on- 
ly, but alſo in power, and in the Holy - - 
Ghoſty and in much aſſurance, and ye be- JW 
c of the Lord, having received | 
the word with joy in che Holy Ghost: 
Vor. II. * 1h 2 | 


246; The: DW] EO atom on: 


: ; . * 
whereby Chtiſt, as kings inſtructa ad teaches 0 
4 | rr Ty Os ne 2 - 
his church. D, £30 90120 17 120 Bü 21:1 7 
0 
n 


* £Ww * * 1 
e at nu Til qu bara du w/ 


We are alſo to learn of Chriſt, becauſe, for 
this purpoſg aS he ſent into the; World, that 
We might be taught, by him, that we might f 

from him know. and; underſtand the covenant 
1980, wich us, thro;; his. interceſſion; For hc * 
he was. in-the, beginning with God, caneli f 
— we oY wich men, th 

true and heavenly light might ſhi, _ 1 
nels, and figbten every, am that, cometh, into l 
world. Thus hes the eternal word. of the 
Ros cant be.che inſtru and te 
er of mankind, an acoxdingly t. 
be received by them. 8 7 » 
z fleſp, and dwelt / among u 7 
and he was full of grace and, truth, ſax, * 
St. John; that is, Chriſt,the, word came in 
the world, | being as. God, truth itſelf, and be 
ing therewith, furniſhed to inſtruct che reſt off | 
| mankind, of which, he was nom made oneffÞ "> p 
Baving. for. this purpoſe brought with. hinr tien 
treaſures of all true and ſaving knowledge, i ** 
take away. our ignorance, to cute out, bind, Se v 
neſs, to correct out errors, and to guide us ini 

Lil truth, being. himſalf the. reyealed truth 

Nunn, (3 
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all the ceremonial ſhadows under the law, 
All that was foretold of Rim, either by word 
or ſigns; Was for our inſtruction, that we 
might learn of him, all being fon true and 
r fulfilled in Mm. We miſt therefore learn bf 
a Chriſt, becauſe be is che eternal word, who - 
took our nature upon him, and appeared in the 
likeneſs of man, that he might the more fi- 
miliarly converſe with us, and reveal to us 
the will of our heavenly Father. F 
him we know the deſign of God to ſave loſt 
inners,' and from him we underftand how to 
make our appaoaches to God, ſo as not to be 
rcjefted by him. And of this our bleſſed Sa- 

riour gives us a full aſſurance in the words fol- 
lowing; All things are delivered to me of 
« my Father, and no man knoweth who the 
« Son is, but the Father, and who the Father 
« is, but the Son, and be 0 whom the Son 
71 will reveal Hit,” in 2926 ntl | Se 
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We. muſt Ne eth of Ge” bed bor 
this purpoſe he hath ſupplied us With his writ- 
ten will, the golf pel of good tidings, Whien 
ſhall be unto: [4/6 people; that gracious meſ⸗ 
age which he brought from the Father to us. 
nd altho' we cannot learn of him in dis per- 
„ 


mall ſoon find what Chriſt, has done and ſul 


the world. And thro' their mouths, and i 


_ and ſay unto every: one of us, Learn 


* The, Dan NE On 47.08 er 


ſon, now he is aſcended to his Father: yet, we 
may learn of him by his doctrine ſtill, by his 
Precepts, his word, and meſſengers, and by 
diss will declared unto us in the holy ſcripture: 
\ In this ſacred volume, we may find what he, 
requires at our hands. If we conſult it, u 


din 


fered for our ſakes, and what he would hay 
us ſuffer and do for his. In order to inſtru 
mankind, be hath ſent. abroad into the wol 
his apoſtles and diſciples, to expound his law 
to publiſh his will, and to make known b 
moſt righteous commandments, that by the: 
Chriſt might be taught, and made known t 


every book of the holy ſcriptures, he does ) 


me. So that we muſt learn of Chriſt, beca 
for this purpoſe, he not only came into t 
world himſelf, but alſo for the ſame end, 
ſent his apoſtles and teachers, whom heh pi 
_ appointed to be the diſpenſers of his holy wo + 
and ſacraments, to explain and publiſh | his ws t 
_ ,cred will contained in his written word, hl < 
all men, might come to the rel of! - 
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i And thus have we ſen ſome OR reafons 
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in all his actions, except in thoſe that are ſu⸗ 

pernatural, and exceed our 5 Fron 
is great example of our chriſtian life, from 


zhat we ourſelves ought to do, direRing 


| pays after his Ways, thereby. proving une 
as ood chriſtians, * by following the example 5 


hriſt our maſter. But more particularly we 


nuſt endeavour to. s him i in theſe ** 
5 virtues. 


A 
4 

d, | WERE 
de Firſt, his MY add to wike fot 


Ys 


* W's the text, « Tam meek andlowly in heart.” 4 
We £ muſt from him learn an abſolute” ſubmi(- 
Arto his will, as he ſubmitted to his heavenly 
ter ! in all Wings, We muft renounce our 


- will and pleaſure, to his guidance and 
7 3 gover- 
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his infallible guide to heaven, we muſt 2 


res, and reſign up ourſelves wholly to his i 
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governance, ſaying, according to his example, 
= Net my; will hütte, O God, be done.” 


We muſt iniivats Chrit's huwility and 
meekneſs not only towards God, but in our 
' converſations with men alſo. We muſt; with 
him patiently endure ſcorn and contempt, the 
reproach and ſlander of wicked men, and th 
_ Inſults of the malicious. This we muſt do, 

Chriſt has done before us. For the diſciple i 
not above bis maſter, nar the ſervant greater than 
bis lord, If they have Fe de they wi 
perſecute you, ſays our Saviour. And for the 
encouragement and comfort of all his followers 
when they are expoſed to tribulation, he tell 
* ca e bi, DP. it _ 


We muſt 10 imitate Chriſt in ſelf-denia 
that is, in taking off all inordinate affectio 
from the things of this world, What reaſo 
has any perſon to place his hope and happine 
in this world, as if he was always to live here did 
Chriſt tells us, that he came from the TY gi 
eee 094 * ta the F * 
* Sy, 15 


: J 
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Then we who profeſs to be his followers 
muſt not take up our reſt, here. And, as we 
muſt ſuppreſs; all immoderate deſires after the 
world, ſo we muſt, like our Saviour, in all its 
allurements and temptations, deſpiſe it. What 
he thought evil, we muſt not account good. 
Al that is in the 1yorld, the luſt of the fleſh, the 
tuft. of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world, . And the world paſs 
ſth away, and the luſt thereof, but he that doth 
ihe 11. God, OM. n 2 ad | 
We FF al, imitate Chriſt, in a e 
ind reſolute reſiſtance of all temptations, in 
preferring the ſervice and honour of God be- 
fore any kind of ſatisfaction whatſoever, in Jo- 
ing his will, rather than in fulfilling any carnal 
ſenſual , defire; ſo that, if our adyerſary the 
deyil could ſhew to our imagination, or could 
really, give us, all the Kingdoms of the world, 
nd the glory of them, and ſay unto us, as mc 
tid to our Saviour, & All theſe, things will I 
« give thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
© ſhip me; we ſhould: with ſcorn and indig- 
nation flight his offers, reject his allurements, 
and drive away the tempter from us. We 
nuſt with ** retain our integrity, tho 194 
oſe 


if The Dirt, I OxATOH of, 
loſe all we have, and chuſe rather to ſerve our 
God in à mean condition,” than to gain the 
whole world by the commiſfion- of that fin; 


— Pr 7r to the low of ou 4 
r ONE if 10 Bt e My * . equ 
2x6. K 410008581. I and 
Due: eee "nah — war ture 
virtue, can we imitate Chriſt; without hiveſe 0 x 
rial grace and afliſtance, for which e muff t 
3 * N en n x d 
| We! CO no 
We muſt alt emdatour to imitate Ve erne 
in all acts of mercy. If Chrift ſhewed hi = 
18 


dompaſſion to the blind, by healing their eyes 
let us chriſtians alfo hearken to the cry of tha" 
blind, and if we cannot heal their eyes, ys 
ye may adminiſter relief to their other necef 
fies. If Chriſt cured the lame, and to fee! 
the hungry, wrought a miracle, let us alſo, 2 
cording to our abilities, ſhew our loving-kin 
neſs towards them. And tho' we cannot co 
mand the lame to riſe and walk, nor wor 
miracles to ſatisfy the hungry ſoul, yet wi 
may doubtleſs make their decrepit forrowf 
condition more chearful, and by our bount) 
reyive their drooping ſpirits, 'and at the fam 
| time, bring down great bleſſings upon, o | 
$ - - Sno We muſt not Took on thoſe wit | 

| ſcorn 


ſcorn, whom Chriſt put himſelf to the v 
of a miracle to relieve. e. 


nanctd: aber ar nf vino on, d 


equity of Chriſt, whoſe dealings were plain 

and ſincere with all men. The holy ſerip- 
tures tell us, „he knew no fin, neither was 
e guile found in his mouth.“ And according 
to the teſtimony of his very enemies, he 
« did all things well.“ Pilate himſelf ac- 
nowledged, when he condemned him to be 
eruciſied, that he found no fault in him. And 
his followers, and learn of him. 
not enough to denominate us bias that 
we believe ip Chriſt, we muſt alſo imitate his 
example. H/ithout faith, it is true, it it im- 
podle to pleaſe God, but without juſtice, ho- 
neſty, and { charity, and other virtues that 
adorn the chriſtian profeſſion, faith is but an 
empty name. We may call ourſelves chriſ- 


ve will not do what he requires of us, he will 
ever own us at the laſt day for his ſervants. 
e muſt not be bearers of the word only, but dient 


vill not hear his n he will not eſteem us 
f his fleck. en wth 2 41 * an V1. 
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Further, we muſt endeavour to imitate he 
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tians, and fancy we believe in Chriſt ; but if 


Fit alſo, beft we deceive our own fouls. © If we 
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83612 8 + Was iet Shes oat H n: 
| An. We 0 .endeavouri:toi/imitac 
Chriſt, not only in the virtues before-menMeon! 
tioned, but alſo in all others, wherein we fd olle 
— a Yo ld ; 
ur capacity. He went about doing good 
This was his daily practice and -A 
-ployment, though he was deſpiſed and diſpa ubm 
Aaged for ſo doing. Let us therefore not gro 
weaty in the performance of good and praise nta 


worthy actions, ſor in due time we ſhall rea ter, 


| {the advantage of them, if we faint not. Of. 
having the example of our Lord and maſt! w 
_ always before us, muſt make us cautious an the 
careful, that we offend not in thought, wor: 
or deed. Serious meditations on his exen e 1: 
plary life will rectify and correct our own; aneſlar) 
the awful conſtderation that we have à maſt 
in heaven, who knows all our thoughts, Wordiſſay ir 
and actiona, muſt, by the aſſiſtance of : God". 
holy Spirit make a deep and indelible impreſſſrd, 
ſion on our hearts and lives. Whatfoer 
„ye ſhall aſk-the Father in my name, he 
sau givue it you, ſays our bleſſed Lord. Ther 
fore, for the obtaining the divine aſſiſtance 
enable us to practiſe all the neceſſary acts 
kighteouſneſs and holineſs, we muſt. conſtant 
pray unto God in the name of Chriſt. 


Al 4 3A 
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To conclude. Let us be exhorted, by the 
onſtant practice of all chriſtian virtues, to 
ollow Chriſt, and to preſs after him, as Eliſha 
lid after his maſter ; even follow him whither- 
derer he goes. We muſt not eſteem that 
luty too ſevere, or rigorous, which he has 
ubmitted unto himſelf, and has left us his 
wn example for our encouragement. 
nitation of him here, we ſhall enjoy him here- 
ter, thro” his merits imputed to us. And 
ray God grant we may ſo learn of him, that 
| who ſee our good works, may glorify God 
the day of viſitation, and know whoſe diſ- 
ples and ſervants we are, that by this means, 
e may ſecure to ourſelves the one thing ne- 
elary, that for the ſhort momentary afflic- 
ons which we undergo in this world, we 
y inherit an eternal weight of glory in that 
Which is to come, through Jeſus Chriſt our. 
rd, to whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
hoſt be aſcribed all glory, blefling, praiſe, 
d ſalvation, both now and for evermore. 
nen. ee 
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SERMON 
OI; RR. 

NECESSITY 

r 


FREQUENT: PRAYER, 


For the obtaining all the Graces ps, 
Bleſſings aforementioned... 


1 THESS. v. 17. Pray without cealing. 


HESE words are a ſubſtantial tho' ſhort - 
precept, or exhortation, to the neceſlary - 
and moſt important duty of prayer, together - 
vitk the circumſtances of time expreſſed in 
he words, without ceaſing ; in ſpeaking to 
which 1 win ſhew, | 


Firſt, ſome reaſons for frequent prayer. 


Secondly, I will explain the ſenſe of the. 
raſe, without ceaſing. 


Laſtly, I will anſwer an objection chat may 
e naturally made by ſome againſt this apoſto- 
cal duty and precept, which is, that they 
Vor. II. .P: have 


158 The Divinz ORATOR; of, 


| haye been praying theſe many yen without t 
obtaining their petitions. | 


Firſt. Of the reaſons of frequent prayer. 


1 there be a God, which is diſcoverable by Wl © 
the light of nature, as well as revelation, it MW ſo 
is evident, that worſhip, honour, adoration, 
and homage are due to him on account of our 
creation, redemption, and the ſuper-intendance 
of his moſt gracious providence and moſt mer- 
ciful care over us. We have our daily depen- 
dance upon him, as St. Paul tells us in the fol- 
lowing words, in him, we live, move, and have 
our being. Our bodies are in need of perpetual 
ſupport. > We want a conſtant ſupply of blood 
and ſpirits, without which we could not ſub- 
fiſt, which an hearty prayer, joined to our in- A 


| Auſtry will procure. Without fervent prayer, I 755 


we may toil and eat the bread of carefulnels 
to little or no purpoſe. However, if our en- 
dieavours ſhould happen tobe ſucceſsful, they 
will be unſanctified, and our proſperity prove 
a ſnare. The practiſe of this duty performed c. 
by the righteous brings down the bleflings o 
heaven upon themſelves and others. It ſanc / the 
 tifies their honeſt and juſt undertakingy. 


| Os wants are many, and our dangers more 


To keep us from which, we ſtand ip need off: 
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the guardianſhip of God's holy angels, who 
are all miniſiring ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter for Wl 
them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. We want 
the all-ſufficient affiſtance of the divine grace 
to preſerve us from the infinite temptations our 
ſouls are expoſed to and aſſaulted withal, through 
the power and malice of the evil one, who 
walks about like a roaring lion, ſeeking whom be 
may devour. . He is continually laying ſnares for” 
us, and always importuning and tempting us, 
to omit our duty, to do what is unreaſonable, 
and to offend our maker. Our bleſſed Saviour 
knew this, and therefore he enjoined 'us to 


pray thus; lead us not into temptation, _e pon 
ver us from evil. 


Again, Ve are not ſufficient of PR even 
o think a good thought, but our ſufficiency is of Gl. 

And without me, ye can do nothing, ſays our Sa» 
viour. And God hath promiſed ſufficient help 
to them only, that aſk it with great earneftneſs 


ck. Even where he promifeth to give us 'a 
eu heart, and a new ſpirit, yet he ſays, that 


ow the conſequence of the foregoing doctrine 
„ that it is impoſſible for us 7s be poor in ſpirit, 
i mourn for our fins, to be meek, to bunger and 


FS our 


. 


ir them he will be ſought to by the houſe of Iſrael, 1 


* 


460 The Drvinz Oxaror; or, 
Father | which is in heaven is merciful, to be pure 


In Heart, to be peace-makers, joyfully to ſuffer ſlan- 
der, and perſecution, and all manner of evil again I ; 
n 
a 
al 


-us falſly for the fake of Chriſt, and his rigbteonſ. 
*neſs, or to practiſe  aright any other part of 
our Lord's divine and beavenly Sermon on the 
M.-obcunt, or to ſuffer with joy the perſecution 
therein mentioned, without moſt fervently and 


frequently praying ſor the grace and aſſiſtance 
of God to-enable; us ſo to do. 


1 

Further. We are liable to many frailties 
and imperfections, to ſins of ignorance and 
Inconſideration, to many follies and miſcari-· I or 
„ for which we cannot but reflect upo all 
i bees with horror. Innumerable are the 
fins both of omiſſion and commiſſion we dai Go, 
run into, and conſequently have need of dai 


FA 


pardon. - He that lives with a lively ſenſe o _ 
God and religion upon him, cannot but tf, 
extremely concerned ſor theſe. things, and Fd 
a man will not venture to ſleep, before h - _ 
has implored God's forgiveneſs for them. I 4. 
theſe we may add, the many croſſes and 1 Wie: 
tions, "misfortunes and calamities, that fa/l their 


our ſhare, and 'oftentimes lie ſo heavy upai 
us, that our ſpirits would be unſupportabi do 

under them, was there not. an inviſible arm ©, 
aid and ſtrengthen us. But the grace of Ged 


/ 


— 
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e ſufficient for us ; his flrenoth is made perfect in | 


- WW weakneſs ; therefore we can do all things, and 
bear all things thro Chrift ſtrengthening us, whoſe 
- WM moſt gracious aſſiſtance is at the command of 


a zealous and importunate prayer; for we are 
WW aſſured, that they who ſeek God in ſpirit, and i in 
ub, Pall find. | 


Further yet. We maſt i Fen 
charity is not to be confined to ourſelves alone, - 
but is te extend. itſelf to our friends, relations, 


enemies alſo. We are to pray for the churck 
of which we are members, for the King and 
all the royal family, and for all perſons in au- 
thority. We muſt pray for all the people of 
God all over the world, for all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Hereticks, and for all men. Al JW 
theſe have an intereſt in our charity, ane 

ouzht to have a ſhare in our prayers. The 
ſpiritual wants and dangers of moſt perſons are 
Wnmany and great. The pains, maladies, and 
troubles of others, which are not felt by us, 
but by ſympathy and compaſſion, but above all, 
their fins, plainly ſhew unto us, how much 
it is our duty, as well as intereſt, to pray that 
God would grant unto them, his aſſiſtance and 
| none * e _ Pr” 
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families, and acquaintance, yea to our 'very 


* 
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I come now, in the ſecond place, to give th 
the ſenſe of the phraſe, without ceaſing. There Hot 
is a parallel place to this in St. Luke xviii. where W th 
it is ſaid, that our Saviour ſpake a parable to this 

end, that men onght always to pray and not to Har. 
' faint; which ſeems to be an unreaſonable de- 
mand, becauſe it is a thing impoſſible to be 
done. Why doth St. John ſay, that bis com- 
mands are not grievous, and our Saviour Chriſt, 
that hit yoke hit eaſy, and is burthen light, if 
he impoſes on his followers ſuch an inſupera- 
ble taſk as this is? Alas ! our natures are ſuch, 
and eur minds ſo roving, that we can ſcarce 
ſay the Lord's prayer, or a ſhorter, as we ought 
And as to the public prayers, how liſtleſs are 
we to them? how backward are we to join 
with our fellow-chriſtians in them? how 
weary of their length ? how glad when they 
are done? and how burtheniome does the 
Lord's day's ſervice ſeem to us? how willing 
are ſundry people to find excuſes to put by an 
opportunity of being at church? how comes 
it to paſs then, that we ſhould be preſſed ang 
\ earneſtly perſuaded to that, which we fin 
ſo difficult: to be performed? To be inftant i 
prayer ti pray with all prayer and ſupplicati! 
73 pray; night and day to pray without ceo; 
uin? how are theſe injunctions reconcileab 
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with the infirmities of our natures, and with 
e the caſe and pleaſure ſaid to be in the practice 
e Hof religion? if we were all ſpirit indeed, 
theſe, and ſuch like duties, might with far 
greater reaſon be expected from us; but we 
are fleſh as well as ſpirit, and God has fo 
made us, that a great part of our time muſt 
be ſpent in providing for our ſubſiſtance. Much 
time is to be alloted for reading and hearing 
the word of God, to ground us well in the 
faith of the chriſtian religion. Some time 
muſt be laid out in doing acts of charity. For 
our Saviour himſelf was wont to perform 
cures on the fabbath day. Theſe and other 
matters will lawfully take up great portions of 
our time, but would be entirely neglected 
were we to. pray without ceaſing. It appears 
then from what has been advanced, that the 
words, without ceaſing, are not to be under- 
ſtood in fo ſtrict a ſenſe, but are to be ex- 
rounded, as ſome other paſſages of ſeripture 
re, which ſpeak of a continuance of time, 
but mean only all proper ſeaſons and opportu- 
nties. I ſhall inſtance only in two. One of 
which we have in this chapter immediately be- 
fore the text, where we are told to rejoice ever-. 
mire, The meaning is not, that we ſhould 
ke always merry, for the wiſe man tells us, 
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that there is ctr and weep, 4 wel 
as to rejoice, and that a fool is known by bis much t 
laughter ; but the meaning of theſe words, is, f 
that we ſhould not be diſconſolate without ſuf. b 
ficient grounds for it, that we ſhould conſtant- : 
ly propoſe to ourſelves, the great love of God Wl a 
to us in Chriſt, to keep us from being caſt 
down, that we ſhould avoid all wilful fins 
which rob the conſcience of its peace and 
tranquillity, that we ſhould chearfully demean 
ourſelves under all the diſpenſations of Provi 
dence, that we ſhould be quiet and content 
not ſubject to murmurings and complainings 
as ſome men are, that are never ſatisſied, and 
that we ſhould behave ourſelves meekly, eve 


pr. 

1y, reſignedly, and patiently, in all Rates and « 
conditions, and that, from this conſideration oc 
that we are always under the providence off bis 
God, who knows. what is beſt for us, bettei i an 
than we do ourſelves, and will, as the apolll] n«: 
teaches, mate all things work Fe for om fen 
them that oy him. | | all 
There is another paſſage i in Rom. ix. 2. pM 1 
rallel to this of the text, and muſt in there 
fame manner be underſtood. There the apoſi ho! 
dle, ſpeaking of the infidelity and  obſtinacy off Of 
| his country-men the Jews, and their * a d 
' Yer 


guent rejection for ĩ it, has theſe words, The 


\ 


veil il great heavineſs, and continual ſorrow in my Beart ; 
ac that is, whenſoever he thought on their great 
% fin, and the diſmal puniſhment of it, they 
being caſt off by God in juſt judgment for it, 
and the Gentiles taken into their room, and 
admitted to the privileges of chriſtianity, he 


tremely ſorrowful on their behalf. Much in 
the ſame manner is our text to be underſtood, 
When we are enjoined to pray without ceaſing, 
we are to account this duty of prayer, as one 
of the chief duties of religion, 1 in which the 
worſhip of God does principally conſiſt ; and 
in truth, it conſiſts in nothing elſe, but in 
prayers, praiſes, and thankſgivings, in which 
we make our acknowltedgments of all God's 
glorious attributes and perfections; namely, 


and providence, his juſtice, mercy, and good- 
neſs; and this is worſhipping God in a proper 
ſenſe, when we aſcribe unto him the glory « « 
all his attributes and perfections. 


We are to offer unto. God a morning and 
evening ſacrifice at the leaſt, We read in the 
holy ſcriptures of ſome that have done it oftner. 
Of Daniel it is ſaid, that he prayed three times 


word 
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was ſo affected, that he could not but he ex- 


his omnipreſence, omniſcience, almighty power, 
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a day; of King David, that be praiſed God | 
even times a doy, and that he meditated on Gad's | 


offered, lift up their ſouls to God, either by 


do not pray twice a day, contradict a prime 


166 The Driving OnraToR ; or, 


. word day and night. And indeed his book offi 
- Pſalms is a ſtanding monument of his extra. nin 
ordinary devotion both in prayer and thank. / 
giving. Thoſe perſons are like to do beſt, 74 
who, upon all occaſions and opportunities 


way of deſire or thankſgiving. Thoſe whc 


dictate of the law of nature, by which weWand 
had been taught ſo to do, though revealed re- er 
ligion had been ſilent in this matter. 


We ſhould without ſome juſt impedimen 
(according to the practice of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer's firſt followers) be always preſent at 
the holy ſacrament, and the publick devotions 
of his people, which are his church. Goc 
will meet us only in the ways which he hat 
appointed. We muſt not therefore negled th 
aſſembling ourſelves together. And we are not 
only to have ſome certain ſtated times ſet apart 
for the duty of prayer, but we ſhould pray aiﬀ 
frequently as we can. Worldly e | 
ate no hindrance to private prayer. 
man may walk, ride, or work, and ooh 
He may lay his hand upon his breaſt, and cry 
O God convince me of my ſinful nature, and prac 
rice, and be merciful to me a ſinner. Light 
| _ eyes * — Bleſs n 
| quit 
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ol ith health to work for my daily bread. Help 
\- W017 unbeligf,, and give me repentance unto life, 
{WM Grant me à portion of thy boly ſpirit to di- 

ret my life actording to thy commandments. 

Theſe, and ſuch like ejaculations, may be 
uttered in the heart, without ſpeaking a word ; 
which, . perhaps, is the beſt way of praying 
privately, becauſe we pray with a great faith, 
ind full confidence in God, that he knows. aur 
yery thoughts. And he has left it upon re- 
cord, that thoſe who pray to him in ſecret, ſhall 
le rewarded openly. Prayer, is the buſineſs of 

the heart, aan which, it is not an accep- 
able duty. It is a wiſh, or thought, a de- 
Ire, or ejaculation. 


And as it may be performed with 0 much 
aſe as I have ſhewn, our worldly affairs will 
e ſo far from being hindered, that they will 
promoted by it. In this ſenſe a perſon may 
part ay without ceaſing, that is, upon all occaſions 
ay d opportunities offered. Thus are we to 
jentd e God and Providence in all things, to walk 
or ad live with God, to have a conſtant com- 
pray union with him, to keep up a continual 
| cryMW'ercourſe and correſpondence with him, to 
pra- e a ſenſe of God always upon us, which 
ighten$ the meaning of the duty of praying without 
fs ming; which had never been fo zealouſly 
wit | _ preſſed 


them the graces of his holy ſpirit. Thus out 
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preſſed upon us by the apoſtle, had it not 


been a duty of the laſt importance to us. 


I come now laſtly, to anſwer the objection 
that may be naturally made þy ſome againſ 
this apoſtolical duty and precept, which is, 
| that they have been praying theſe many years 
Without obtaining Weir petitions. 1 


„„ rr 


Although God may not have given them 
what they aſked for, yet he may have given 
them that which is of as much or greater be- 
nefit in the room of itz and ſuch. perſons 
have no reaſon to complain of ill uſage. They 
' aſk temporal things, he gives them ſpiritual 
they aſk the goods of this life, and he gives 


Saviour ſpeaking to parents ſays, if ye being 13 
evil, know hotu to give good gifts unto your chil 
dren, how much more ſhall. your heavenly Fatbeſ .. 
give the holy ſpirit unte them 9 4 aſe him? tha .. 
aſk a ſcorpion, and he gives a fiſh ; they aſe a flo < 
be gives them bread; that is, they aſk thing c 
that are prejudicial, and he grants, them ſuch . 
as are profitable for them. If the children o ,,; 
God aſk peace and deliverance from all thi 


t 
church's enemies, he grants them courage ti ve 
_ withſtand all the temptations of perſecution ent 


and even to loſe their lives for the ſake 
__ - 
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Chriſt. When they pray to be delivered: from | 
their troubles and afflictions, he grants them 
comfort under them, or ſtrength to bear them, 
NY And who can ſay, that God has not anſwer- 
WY cd their petitions, when he has done more 
and greater things for them than they deſired 
al of them? as Solomon aſked wiſdom, and 
a God with * gave him riches and honour, 


But if mens prayers are not anſwered, it 
will be found upon enquiry, that the fault 
cannot be ſo j * fixed any where, as upon 
themſelves. * aſk and receive not, 
« ſays St. Table West they aſk amiſs.” 
For di ſuch men aſk in faith, and a ſtedfaſt 
belief of God's promiſes? was there not 


faith weak and wavering ? Let a man aſłk in 
« faith, ſays St. James, nothing wayering; 
« for he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
« ſea, driven with the wind and toſſed. For 
« let not that man think that he ſhall receive | 
e any thing of the Lord.” Our prayers al- | 
ways return empty without faith. To pray | 


1 tf to queſtion his veracity, or his power, either 
ge e that he is not true, or not able to perform his 


ſome infidelity in their prayers ? was not their 


without faith, is to diſtruſt God's promiſes, | | 


tion engagements. Hence, ſays our Saviour, 


ke q Whatſoever ye ſhall ask i in prayer, believ.. 
ri Vor. II. . ing 


| earth, there is nothing ſo inſignificant, but 
- .Gde their preſent. employment. appeal to 


© ing, Nen; receive. 00 85 Paul 5 
AI will that men pray every where, lifting 
a up boly bands, without wrath, and doubt- 
« ing.” To pray without doubting, is to 
pray with a full perſuaſion of the truth of the 
divine promiſe, that God will hear and an- 
ſwer our prayers. There is a promiſe made ; | fir 
if 1 perform the condition the promiſe is mine; ¶ va 
if not, tis preſumption i in me to expect the by 


Forformapen „ the 


Again. It may be, ſuch perſons aſk with- Wu: 

out zeal and earneſtneſs, as if they did not I bee 
much care, whether they had thoſe things Ita 
they deſired or no. And ſuch prayers God Item 
hates. Let me aſk them, whether they MW). 
don't pray ſometimes without attention? whe- Wit m 
ther their minds are not buſied about ſome Mie 
worldly or carnal affairs, when they are per- 
forming their holy offices? when they arc Wert: 
ſpeaking to the great 117517 of heaven and 


may divert their dase and put them be- 
the breaſts. of moſt, at leaſt, if not to the 
| hearts of all, of the belt men, whether this 
be nota —_ truth? and how can we expect, 
that God ſhould hear us, when we don't at- 
tend to what we. e_ ſay ourſelves? el 
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ſhould regatd and grant thoſe ſuits of vurs, 
which we defire only with our lips, but our | 
hearts are afat off "oy ao 


But probably thoſe things that we have 7 
fred, tho' thought by us to de of great ad- 
vantage to us, might de judged otherwiſe of 
by God, whoſe thoughts are not like our 
thoughts ; and he who knows what is good 
for us, better than we do ourſelves, ſaw how 
hurtful and prejudicial ſuch things would have 
deen to us if they had been granted us; how 
gs chat they might have proved inſtruments of 
od {icmptation, and have miniſtred to fin and fol- 
ey Wy. And if fo, then we ourſelves being judges, 

. Wit muſt be a favour, and a mercy to be denied. 
He is no friend, but a bitter enemy to a man, 
rho puts a fvord into his hand, by which he 
ertainly knows, that he will deſtroy hitaſelf, 


Further, Has the perſdly that Me 
raying thus long added his own endeavours? 
not, it is no wonder, if he has not the 
ings he deſired. He that prays, and does 
othing, but with Solomon's ſluggard,” © Is 
idle, lies ll, and cries out, there is a 
lion in the way,“ gets nothing at all by 
aying. It is a great confidence indeed, 
| * any thing otherwiſe. Tis an un- 
22 kreaſonable 


Want of ſuch things which they never pray 


'  Qeavours. The one without the other will 


| degeneracy of the whole human race by thi 


"Io reſolutions, and the extraordinary ftr engtn 
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reaſonable thing for any to complain of the 


for; but then, on the other hand, it is as 
great a conhdence, for men to expect to have 


their prayers effectual without their own en- 


hot gain out point, becauſe we have no pro- 
miſe for it, and where we haye no promiſe, 
we have no hope. Labour without prayer is 
a piece of irreligion and "infidelity, Prayer 
without endeavours a moſt unreaſonable pre- 
fumption. We muſt endeavour to become 
ſuch good chriſtians as we beſeech God to 

make us, otherwiſe tis to no purpoſe to pray 
at all. Further vet. That this diſcourſe ' 
may be ſuitable to my defign of inſerting i it in 
the Divine Orator, dich was to point out 
oy neceſſity of frequent prayer, for the ob- 
taining all the graces and bleſſings therci 
n and indeed of all that we want 
let the following conſiderations have their 
due weight Witt us, namely, the univerſi 


fall of our firſt parents, and the great weak 
neſs and impotency thereby implanted in ou 
nature, the ſtrange power of evil habits an 
_ cuſtoms, the inconſtancy and fickleneſs of ou 


fudtüty, diligence, and malice of our gran 


* ö - 


verſary the devil laying hold on every occaſi- 
on to promote our everlaſting ruin from alt 
theſe difadvantages from ourſelves. Now 


ought to be) of this their miſerable condition, 


ry out of it, before they can walk in that way 


on the mount, which is the way of lowlineſs, 


and ſuffering evil for Chriſt's ſake, and avoid- 
ing falſe prophets, i. e. thoſe who, eitlier by 
doctrine, or example teach, as the way to 
heaven, any other way than this. 


ed men's prayers, he may do it ſometime 
hereafter. We are not to limit or confine 
him. *Tis not for us to ſet God a time for the 
beſtowing of his own- favours. Tis not for 
us to know the times and the ſeaſons, which 
God has reſerved in his own: hands, as our 


God's deferring to anſwer men's 


pope bn angmen chat he yll ever an 
© of. WE __ foe 
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thole who are deeply ſenſible (as all perſons 
muſt be convinced of the neceſſity of their 
frequent and moſt earneſt prayers to God, a 
well as conſtant endeavours, for their recove- - 
to heaven ſhewn to us in our Saviour's ſermon - 


_ mourning, meekneſs, and holy deſire, love ; 
of God, and of our neighbour, doing good, 


To conclude. IF. God has not yet anfiver- 


— diſcourſing on another argu- 


| 
| 
1 
1 
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fares them. And he deſigns his delay it in this 
matter to be of advantage to them, and often- 
times defers to anſwer their prayers, to invigo- 
rate their faith, hope, and dependance upon 
him, to teach them patience, meekneſs, and 
humility, to make them the more fervent and 
importunate in their requeſts, and that his 
gifts may be the more acceptable, when they 
are conferred on them. The long expectati- 
on of any thing very much ſweetens the pre- 
ent enjoyment of it. That which has been 
à great while looked for is entertained with 


the greater delight and pleaſure, and is dou- 


| bly welcome, when it comes at laſt, And 
cmhus I have endeavoured fully to explain this 
Mort and ſubſtantial text of ſcripture, and to 
anſwer the popular objection urged againſt the 
daily practice of this admirable and moſt be- 
neficial duty of prayer. What remains 
c now but to beſeech the Almighty and ever- 


A C laſtingGod, who is always more ready mM 


% hear than we to pray, and is wont to give 
<< more, than either we defire or deſerve, to 
% pour down upon us the abundance” of his 
„ - mercy; (forgiving us thoſe things whereof 
dur conſciences are afraid, and giving us 
& thoſe good things, which we are not wor- 
e thyto on but through the merits and me- 
3 3 * e ditaion, 
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e dation of Jefus Chriſt our Lord”, to whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt be all 


honour, praiſe, might, majeſty, dominion, 
glory, and ſalvation, both now and for ever» 
more, Amen. : 
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